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seman from Alabama, (Mr. Hitiiarp,] rela- | 
pee to the actual economy of taking these perpet: | 
al leases, struck him with grert force. It would | 


were too anxious to have these courts held in their | 
counties to attempt any such thing. He hoped 
! ' his amendment would be adopted, so that if we | 
very desirable, indeed, to ..ave some general || were to commence this system, that it should be 
eystem by which the expenses of the Government, || general, doing equal justice to every part of the 
connected with the holding of the Federal courts || country. 
in the several States, could be regulated. Atpres- || Mr, MATTESON said the last amendment was || 
ent, in the places designated by law for the hold- | evidently with a view of so loading down this sec- 
ing of the various courts, the Government, hav- || tion as to defeat it. In reference to the first pro- | 
ing no permanent places provided, was compelled | 
io pay rent for the use of the necessary rooms for | 
the preservation of the records and for the trans- | 
getion of the business of the Federal courts. | 
Now, by way of illustration of the fact that it || being held there, and their records being deposited | 
would be economy, instead of this system of tem- || there—had, through its Mayor, applied to the Sec- | 
rary rents, to take perpetual leases, exempt || retary of the Interior to know whether the United | 
fom taxation avd other charges, of such rooms as || States desired rooms to be prepared in the new | 
were necessary, let them take the small sum of || building for the holding of the courts, for the || 
$5,000, which he had proposed for Marietta, Geor- || judges and clerks’ offices, and for the grand and | 
ia. The interest of that sum, at six per cent., || petit juries; The Secretary of the Interior, after || 
was only $300—a sum which must be admitted to || examining the subject, had recommended to the || 
be, at that place, a most reasonable rent for such || Committee of Ways and Means that an appropri- | 
rooms a8 were necessary for the accommodation of || ation should be made of $15,000, instead of the | 
the court there. But if the sum of $380 was paid || $12,000 reported. This appropriation was also | 
in theform of rent, in about fifteen years the aggre- || recommended by the circuit judge (Nelson) of that 
gate of $5,000 would have been paid, and the || distsict, by the district judge, (Conkling,) he be- | 
Government would then be in no better a situation || lieved, by the clerk of the court, and the marshal. 
in this respect, with no permanent rooms, and || The rooms were not yet furnished; when fur- | 
obliged to pay an annual rent forever thereafter, || nished judge Nelson was to examine them and 
until some change of arrangement was made; || decide what rooms should ‘be taken. The com- 
whereas, if the $5,000 were now paid, as he pro- || mittee objected to purchasing a site,and erecting a | 
re the end of the fifteen years, instead of || building, because of the great expenses—expenses || 
‘ing without accommodations for the court, the || which ail understood—of keeping the buildings in 
Government would have secured them forever || repair, of taxes, insurance, and all the expense 
thereafter, and without being called to make any || and trouble which was connected with the owning | 
additional payment. He concurred with the gen- || of a public building by the Government; and they | 
teman from Alabama, that there was manifest and || proposed in lieu of ali these expenses, that the | 
great economy in such an arrangement. Government should take a perpetual lease of such | 
Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, opposed the || rooms as were necessary for all the purposes of the 
amendment to the amendment, as weil as the whole || courts for the district—a district, it would be re- | 
system of perpetual leases. He said, circum- || membered, containing a population of more than | 
stances might arise rendering it necessary tochange || one million five hundred thousand inhabitants— | 
the places of holding the courts, in which cases || which lease could be obtained for the sum of | 
the Government would not be released from the || $12,000. None of the money was to be paid until || 
payment of rent, but must pay it perpetually (in || the whole of the rooms were completed and ex- | 
the form of interest) whether the courts occupied || amined. He had had search made, and he found | 
the rooms or not. that in the southern district of New York the Gov. | 
The question was taken, and the amendment of || ernment had paid for rents alone, for the courts | 
Mr. Harawson to the amendment was rejected. during the last eighteen months, $8,000. i] 
The question recurring on the amendment of Now, he appealed to the committee if this plan | 
Mr. Hittrarp— - || reported by the committee was not much the most 1 
Mr. HAYMOND offered the following as an || Cconomical? | 
amendment to the amendment: Mr. BOOTH interposed, and raised the point of || 
“ And the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized order'that the gentleman was not ———s the || 
to take similar leases from the proper authorities at every || amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, but || 
place where the circuit and district courts of the United || was taking that side of the question, a advoca- 
Filed inant, for which payment shall be hereafter pro- |) ting the general principles of the provision. 
re : The CHAIRMAN said the gentleman had cer- | 
Mr. R. said, that he had offered this amend- || tainly spoken in opposition to the amendment of 
ment to ‘ascertain whether it was the intention of || the gentleman from Virginia, though ihe Chair 
the Federal Government to provide houses for || could not say that his remarks at this time were 
holding the cireuit and district courts of the United || directly pertinent to it. He did not feel author- 
States y building or leasing court-houses or court- || ized, however, to declare the gentleman out of 
rooms; that if it was proper to appropriate money || order. 
for this irpose for the accommodation of the Mr. MATTESON resuming, repeated that he | 
court at Utica, New York—for the courts of Geor- || hoped the amendment of the gentleman from Vir- 
gia and Alabama, it also was just and pa to || ginia would be rejected, as it was intended to defeat 
provide generally for this ae that the people || the whole clause. None of those places of which 
of Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Lilinois, and the rest || the gentleman from Virginia spoke, had applied 
of the States would demand, with the same jus- || for such an appropriation; when they did apply, | 





| 
vision in this clause, reported by the Committee | 
of Ways and Means, he wished to remark, that | 
the city of Utica, being about to erect a City Hall— 
the circuit and district courts of the United States | 














tice, a like provision to be made for them; and if || and when such a state of things existed as that 
for which the Committeeof Ways and Means had 
reported this clause, he had no doubt at all but it 
would be economy for the Government to make 
provision similar to that which was now asked for 
the permanent accommodation of the United States 
circuit and district courts at Utica. 

Mr. HARALSON raised the point of order, 
that the amendment . a. from Virginia 
was notin order, as it made no appropriation. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 
and said the amendment of the gentleman from 
te pe a just as — in order as the amend- 
ment gentleman from Georgia, or the origin- 
al clause of the bill. , z 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Tavior and Bow tn were appointed. 





the system of court-house building was once 
commenced, they would demand it, and with this 
tecedent before us how could you refuse? 
bat in Western Virginia the Federal court was 
how held at five different places; and we have two 
Federal courts in astern Virginia, in all, seven. 
at to make a like appropriation for leasing or 
Ing court-houses at each of these points 
Would cost $84,000 in Virginia, which would cer- 
tainly be made if you establish this precedent. 
That in Virginia he had no knowledge of any 
charge having been made for the use of the State 
ia W, certainly none such had been made 
© Western ‘Virginia. That he was satisfied no 
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The question was then taken, and the vote 
stood—ayes 65, noes 56. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
Hirutarp, and, being taken, it was agreed to. 

Mr. BOOTH moved to strike out the paragraph 
as amended. 

Mr. HAMPTON desired, he said, before the 
item was stricken oug, to offer the following 
amendment: 

“« Por the purchase ofa site and the erection of a cust»m- 
house, post office, court-house, and other necessary public 
offices, at Pittsburg, Peunsylvania, to be expended sinder the 
direction of the Secretary of tke ‘Treasury, the sum of filly 
thousand doliars: Provided, The cost of purchasing said 
site and erecting said buildings shall not exceed the sum 
above appropriated.”’ 

Mr. H. said: Mr. Chairman, the amendment I 
have proposed, contemplates the erection of a cus- 
tom-house, post office, and court-house in the city 
of Pittsburg. I am aware, sir, that it may be 
objected to the erection of a custom-house, that 
under the law as it now stands, there is but a smal? 
amount of duties collected at that port: a few 
words will serve to explain the reason. 

By the act of 2d March, 1831, all goods, wares, 
and merchandise imported into St. Louis, Cincin- 
nati,and Pittsburg, are required to be imported by 
the way of New Orleans, when certain entries are 
to be made on the books of the collector of that 
port, before the goods can be passed, or permicted 
to proceed to the purts before mentioned. At that 


| time goods, destined for those cities, could be more 


easily brought into the country by New Orleans, 
than any other way. But since the construction of 
our lines of public improvement from the eastern 
cities westward, our importing merchants at Pitis- 
burg enter their goods in the East, and pay the 


| duties there, in preference to going round by New 


Orleans. A proposition is now pending before the 
Senate, I am jinformed, in pursuance of a recom- 
mendation from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
based on the petition of our importing merchants, 
to repeal that act, and authorize the entry of goods 
in the eastern ports, and the payment of duties in 
Pittsburg. 

Should this change in the law be made, as I 
hope it will, the amount of daties collected at the 
port of Pittsburg will equal, if not exceed, that 
collected either at Cincinnati or St. Louis. We 
have a larger amount of tonnage there than ateither 
of the other places; more than twice that of Cin- 
cinnati, and more by several thousand than that of 
St. Louis. And beside, we collect a large amount of 
marine hospital money, all which the surveyor of 
the port must receive, keep safely, and account for 
to the Government. So much for the custom- 
house. 

The committee has already authorized the erec- 
tion of a post office at Cincinnati and St. Louis. 
The post office at Pittsburg has been made by 
law the depository of public money for many of 
the surrounding post offices, in addition to the 
large amount of public money collected at that 
office. By the act of Congress, commonly called 
the sub-treasury law, the postmaster is prohibited 
from depositing the public money im banks, The 
office is kept in a building (the best that can be 
procured for the purpose) wholly unsafe and inse- 
cure. The public money, therefore, to say noth- 
ing of the large amount of money constantly 
passing through the office, belonging to the mer- 
cantile and business portion of the community, 
must be very unsafe; and if either Cincinnati or 
St. Louis is entitled to a building to be erected by 
the Government for that purpose, Pittsburg has 
equal, if not superior claims to either. 

With regard to a court-house, | beg leave to 
state to the committee, that the Government ig 
paying a heavy rent for court-rooms, ofiices, &c., 
for the accommodation of its officers. Much 
might be saved to the Government in the judicious 
expenditure of a few thousand dollars, and the 
public good thereby greatly promoted, 

I would further staie, that the Government owns 
a lot of ground in the city of Pitsburg, on which 
ia erected a house, formerly occupied as a miliary 
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siorchouse. The store having been removed to 
the garrison, out of the city, that property is en- 
tirely unproduetive now, and might, by dividing 
it into lots, be sold for some $20,000. The pro- 
ceeds of this sale, with a small addition, would 
pay for the erection of the buildings proposed. 

Aslam allowed but five minutes under your 
rules to explain my amendment, I must close my 
remarks by expressing the hope that the com- 
mittee will agree to the amendment, and let it take 
its chance in the House, with others of a similar 
character. 

Mr. HIBBARD said he was opposed to this 
amendment. It had been presented before the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and rejected, for 
the reason that the amount of customs received at 
Pittsburg did not justify the appropriation. 

‘That amount for the year ending June 30, 

1849, was ONLY... .eeeceeeceessreees POl6 10 

The expense of collection for that year was 466 66 


Excess of receipts over expense. ....$353 44 

On the supposition that the receipts of customs 
at Pittsburg should continue the same as for the 
past year, it would take about sixty-one years for 
the amount received to equal the sum now pro- 
posed to be appropriated—i. e., $50,000—without 
taking into account the interest on the appropria- 
tion. The interest each year, at six per cent., 
WOUId bese ecereeceesrecceesecesees oGa,000 00 
Deducting the sum collected yearly, say 816 00 


Leaves an excess of..... ccccccec cscs shale 00 


excess of interest over the sum collected each year, 
without considering the expense of collection. 


This, in sixty-one years, would amount, in in- || 


LETESE, CO... cerecececcseveceeecse cPlda,492 40 
Adding the sum appropriated........ 50,000 00 


Makes a total of........+..+«+-+-$183,492 40 


at the end of sixty-one years. 

Deducting the amount collected for sixty-one 
yeurs, at $816 per year, there remains.$133,716 40 
excess of cost over receipts for that period, which 
is the loss the Government would sustain. 

It may be eaid (and with greet probability of 
truth) that the amount of revenue collected would 
increase during this time. To meet this no ac- 
eount has been taken in this estimate of the ex- 
pense of collection, which, for the year in ques- 
tion, was $462 66, as already stated. 

This calculation, of course, is not accurate. It 
is not put forth as such; but it approximates to a 
correct result, and may enable the committee to 
come to a right conclusion upon this amendment. 

Pittsburg is certainly an important and a flour- 
ishing city, and it is not its least good fortune that 
it has the able gentleman who offered this amend- 
ment for its Representative; but its business is not 
of the kind which affords great revenue to the 
Government in the form of customs. Besides, 
there is in this bill already appropriated for the 
marine hospital in Pittsburg, in three several items, 
$28,753 42. , 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

The question then recurred on striking out the 
paragraph as amended. 

Mr. BOOTH was understood to inquire, 
whether it was in order to submit a few remarks? 
The CHAIRMAN answered in the negative. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Brown of 
Indiana, and Cavin, were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
ayes 107, noes net counted. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES moved the following amendment: 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, Tnat from and after the 
passage of this act, the compensation of the iaborers on the 
public grounds, under the puble gardener in Washington 
city, shall be forty dollars = mouth, to be paid monthly, 
without reduction for time loat in consequence of sickness. 

Mr. J., in explanation, said that he had offered 
this amendment under the instruction of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. The laborers for 
whose benefit it was proposed received now one 
dollar per days but if they happened to lose a day 
on account of sickness, their pay, and consequent- 
ly their bread, which depended on their pay, was 
siopped. They were the poorest among all the 
classes of the Government employees; and they 
were the only a in the employ of the Gov- 
ernment, that he knew of, whose compensation 
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| was withheld for time lost by sickness. The 
amendment had received the unanimous endorse- 
ment of the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
he hoped no objection would be made to it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


VIZ: 

“S20. 3. Be it further enacted, That the accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury are hereby authorized, in settling the 
accounts of Captain M, M. Clark, superintendent in erect- 
ing barracks and quarters at Savannah, Georgia, to allow 
him credit for whatever amount wae properly disbursed by 
him beyond the sums which he disbursed under the law 
making specific appropriation for the work.” 


Mr. DUNHAM raised a question of order, upon | 
the amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY. I will say a word in expla- 
nation of this amendment. There was a law 


passed making a specific appropriation for the | 


erection of barracks at Savannah, Georgia. There | 
was also a general appropriation for the erection 
of barracks. The specific appropriation for that 
object ran out; and in making the estimates for the | 
next year, General Jackson decided (as a letter 


Mr. BAYLY offered the following amendment, 





from General Jesup, which he, (Mr. B.) would 
send to the Clerk’s table to be read, would show) | 
that the barracks could be completed under the 
general appropriation. Orders to that effect were 
issued to Captain Clark, superintendent of the 
work, by General Cass, then Secretary of War, 
under instructions from General Jackson. Under 
these circumstances the accounting officers refused 
to allow the account. } 
ment was merely to allow a different state of the 
accounts. 

After a brief conversation between Mr. BAYLY 
and the Chair— 

Mr. BAYLY sent to the Clerk’s table the letter 
of General Jesup; which was read. 

The Chair decided the amendment to be in order. 





ment was agreed to. 
Mr. PEASLEE offered the following amend- 
ment, which was read: 
“ Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of | 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed | 
to allow the State of New Hampshire interest, at the rate of | 
six per centum per annum, On the amount paid out by said 
State in 1836 and 1837, for military expenses in repelling in- 
vasion and suppressing insurrection at Indian Stream, in 
said State, from the time of payment until the principal sum 
was repaid by the United States; and to pay the amount 
ascertained to be due, not exceeding six thousand dollars, | 
| 


| 


out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated: Provided, however, Thatinterest shall not be allowed 
on any sum the State has not expended for the use and 
benefit of the United States, as evidenced by the amount 
refunded tosaid State; nor interest during any time on any 
Jarger sum than the State was paying interest for at such 
time.”’ 

Mr. P. in support of the amendment, said: | 
At the last session of Congress, an act was passed 
authorizing the Second. Auditor of the Treas- 
ury to settle and adjust the accounts of the State 
of New Hampshire for military expenses incurred 
by the State in repelling invasion and sappressing | 
insurrection at Indian Stream in 1836 and 1837, 
and to pay the amount ascertained to be due. 

I contend that this subsequent ratification by the 
Government of the acts of the State, places her 
claim for repayment of her expenses and advances 
on the same ground as if original authority had 





ee 


been given, the State by the Government to incur 


The object of the amend- || 


And the question having been taken, the amend- || 


is illustrated by familiar transactions bet 

and man. One pays for another his principal on 

with the interest that has accumulated on it: fe ‘ 
the moment of the payment, the principal a, 

terest unite in constituting a new debt, the a 
| of which, as regards the person who made the a" 
| vance, is principal and carries interest, So : ; 
| borrrows for another a sum of money and »,." 

interest upon it. The borrower becomes the A 
itor of him for whose use the money was 
rowed, and the interest paid upon the loan Senn. 
tutes a principal to the borrower and carries in, 
terest. 

These are principles perfectly familiar jn oy 
courts of justice, and are founded in thoge perfect 
doctrines of the common law, based in commo, | 
right, matured by experience, and sanctioned |, 
the wisdom of centuries. y 

If the State had paidesix thousand dollars of jp. 
terest upon the United States debt, it could nor b. 
| pretended that it ought not to be refunded, upon 

the ground that the Government does not pay jy. 
terest. No sound distinction can be drawn be. 
tween those advances which the Government has 
already sanctioned and repaid the State and jx 
advances for interest upon loans, hired in conse. 
quence of these advances. The Government hag 
saved to itself the same amount of interest tha: ;; 
has compelled the State to pay for its use, fo; 
has been paying interest ever since the debi was 
due. 

The doctrine that the Government does not 
| interest, except when it has been contracted {o;, 
| has no application to this question, either in pre. 
| tice or reason, for the State asks simply a return of 
its actual advances, and where the Government hag 
profited as well by the advance as the omission io 
| pay—and where, too, the Government by its own 
acts, (as | endeavored to show in my remarks [ 
had the honor of submitting to the committee a few 
days since,) occasioned both the original advance 





|| and the loss of interest to the State, now asked w 
|| be refunded. 


| The State of New Hampshire has paid ou 


money to repel the invasions of a foreign Govern- 
ment and to suppress insurrection. Congress so 
affirmed and declared atits last session, by a sol- 
emn act, and placed it on its statute book, now in 
my hands. 

he Government guaranties, in the 4th section 
of the 4th article of the Constitution, not barely by 
inference but in express terms, *‘ protection against 
invasion and domestic violence.”’ 

When, then, the Government shall neglect to 
fulfill its obligations, and leave the State to provide 
its own means of defence, the expenditure thus in- 
| curred becomes a debt against the Government, 
which it is bound to reimburse, and such has been 
its practice from its firat organization. 

This is all the State now asks. She does not 
ask interest on her money, but simply a return of 
the money, she has paid to others in the name of 
interest, in consequence of her taking the place of 
| the United States, and performing a duty which 
the United States was bound to perform by the 
Constitution. 

Reason, authority, and precedent, as | endeay- 
ored to show a few days since, all agree, that where 
a State is left to perform a duty which the General 








these expenses—on the same ground as if the Con- | Government was bound to perform by the rele 


gress had passed an act before the expenses were 
incurred, saying to the State in substance, ‘* repel 
this invasion, suppress this insurrection, and what- 
ever necessary usual expenses are incurred shall 
be repaid you.” 

The amendment only proposes to repay the 
State the necessary and unavoidable expenses, and 
only those which have been usually, | may say 
invariably allowed in similar cases. 





The committee will bear in mind, that if | 
State of New Hampshire has paid no interest for 
the use and benefit of the Government, it can re- 
ceive none, by the express terms of the amend- | 
ment. 

The State is not, then, asking usance for the 
moneys advanced by her, but simply a return with- 
out interest of the specific sums paid outof her 
treasury for the United States. 

It is in truth a claim for a part of thé principal 
debt owing to the State by the United States; for 
although tae State advanced it in the name of in- 
terest on the money she had borrowed, it became, 
atthe moment of the advance, a part of the prin- 
cipal sum due the State from the Government. This 


tions subsisting between the Government and the 
State, and is obliged to hire money in consequence, 
and incurs a debt drawing interest, such a debts 
essentially a debt of the General Government, and 
the Government is bound to pay both principal 
and interest. So that if a State shall have paid in- 
terest by reason of its taking the place of the 
United States, it forms a just charge, a just debt 
against the Government. r 
This is the only principle involved in the 
amendment, and it has been sanctioned and recog: 
nized, over and over again. ‘The committee wit! 
bear in mind, that in one of the general appropria- 
tion bills of 1841, provision was made for paying 
thie city of Mobile her advances and expenses 0" 
account of two companies of mounted men, called 
out by the Governor of the State, to resist the ag- 
gressions of the Creek Indians, in 1836, and 1- 
terest was allowed. Inone of the general appro 
priation bills of the last Congress, the Secretary 
of the Treasury wes authorized to pay Captain 
John Caldwell $657 and interest, from June 26, 
1847, being money expended-by him for blankets 
and clothing for the 2d regiment of the Ohio vol 
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In the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
pnreers. Cc ote 

on bill of the same Congress, provision was 

ie to repay the State of Virginia the money 

4 by her, under judgments of her courts, to her 
er utionary officers and soldiers, to the amount 
about $81,000, and a part of this sum was for 
«eared as well as principal. These cases are in 
vit both to show the amendment to be in order 
c an appropriation bill, and also, as to the Gov- 
uament's recognizing and sanctioning the princi- 
ie involved in the amendment. 

‘(n all cases during the war of 1812, and to which 
| have alluded heretofore, where cities and States 
porrowed money to pay their militia and volun- 
wers, called out for their particular defence, it has 
ven repaid to them, where they have applied for 

Pennsylvania borrowed large sums nominally 
or the General Government, but substantially for 
verself,to pay her militia, called out for her de- 
joyce. Pennsylvania paid the interest, ‘and the 
government returned it. 

The Executive of New York also borrowed 
noney to pay her troops, called out for the partic- 

yar defence of New York. New York paid the 
interest, and the Government returned it. So it 
was with the States of Virginia, South Carolina, 
Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, and the cities 
of Baltimore and Mobile. An act was passed at 
the last session of Congress, allowing the State of 
Alabama interest on her advances in the suppres- 
sion of the Creek hostilities in 1836 and ’37. Un- 
der the act of 1814 authorizing the settlement of 
the Florida claims according to the prineiples of 
justice and equity, and growing out of the defence 
of the inhabitants, interest was allowed on one 
hundred and, nine cases in number, although nota 
word is said in the act about interest. 

Shall not the claim of New Hampshire be set- 
led on the principles of equity and justice? By 
the act of second of July, 1836, for the settlement 
of theelaim of Mary O’Sullivan, she was to be 
paid the amount of ‘actual loss,’’ Under these 
words actual loss,’’ interest was allowed. 

lias not the actual loss by the State been at least 
the amount of the interest she has paid out, in con- 
sequence of the laches, delays, and acts of the 
Government itself, as [ endeavored to show the 
other day, when I had the honor of addressing the 
committee? Has not the Government, too, saved 
the same amount of intereset it has compelled the 
Sute to pay for its use and benefit, and profited 
both by the original advance and the forbearance ? 

Supposing the State, instead of hiring the money 
and paying for these expenditures as they oc- 
curred, had given to the soldiers and others for 
supplies furnished, certificates bearing interest or 
not bearing interest, and the United States had 
delayed, as in this case, acting for thirteen years 
after they were presented—would the United 
States, when they acted, have said—‘* True these 
are just claims against us and ought to have been 
paid when firat demanded, thirteen years ago; but 
as we had not time to attend to this subject, we 
can’tallow interest, although we do in ail analo- 
gous cases. *? : 

This would be absurd—it would be mockery. 
It would be adding insult to injury. In regard to 
its being in order, itis a debt due from the United 
States, and as such I conceive it to be perfectly in 
order to provide for its payment in the general ap- 
propriation bill. 

ltisadebt authorized by the Constitution, by 
the compact entered into between the States, as 
vell as by the act of the last session of Congress; 
specially taking into view the construction the 
Government has given to its constitutional obliga- 
Yons in like cases by numerous precedents. 

_The Constitution creates the obligation to indem- 
nify the State for all proper expenses incurred by 
her in repelling foreign invasion, independent of 
all other authority or any law; and by the uniform 
practice of the Government from its first organi- 
zation, by what may be termed the common law 
of the oe in such cases, the interest lost or 
paid out by the State ic settled and fixed to bea 
proper expense. 

A previous law or authority from the Executive 
‘0 incur these expenses would only be mere evi- 
dence of & preéxisting obligation, but by no means 
Increase it. It is not the written bond that creates 
the moral obligation on the debtor to pay a deb 
bata preéxisting consideration, of which the bo 
48 merely the evidence. 

Bat we have in this case, not only the obligation 
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would never probably have asked for its allow- 
ance, had there then not been so many similar 
claims allowed involving precisely the same prin- | 
ciples. 


Union to lead the way to the doors of the Treasury; 
itis nother habitto seek for herself even cold, | 
stern justice, at the hands of the General Govern- | 
ment, until she has contributed to her sister States | 
through the Government over and over again in 
similar cases. 


tion of the gentleman from New Hampshire. It. 
was a very bad policy for this Government to | 
permit a State to judge when it was proper to call 
out the military forces. 
the Northeastern boundary dispute was a case for | 
calling out the militia. 
like that of Texas. 

Government had paid to New Hampshire the | 
principal of her claim; and he thought they ought | 
not to be called upon to pay the interest, 


claim was for a part of the principal—it being 
for moneys paid out by the State. 


appropriation was not authorized by law, and not | 
in order. 


Chair was, that a private bill was passed for the | 
payment of the claim of New Hampshire, for the | 
services specified! in this amendment; under that | 
law the officers of the Treasury refused to puy the | 
claim for interest. 
opinion that the amendment was not in order, 


stand as the judgment of the committee?” was || 
taken, and decided in the affirmative. 


the committee. | 
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imposed by the Constitution to pay this debt, but f 

we have also the acknowledgment of the Govern- 

ment, as evidenced by the act of the last session of | 
Congresa, that these expenses were incurred for 


an object and purpose for which the United States 
are bound to indemnify the State. It is a debt, 
then, originally creat 
tioned by law and precedent, and resting upon 
those eternal principles of justice and good faith 
which are fundamental in the jurisprudence of 
every enlightened country, and which the United 
States have recognized and enforced. 
provision, then, be made for its payment in the 
general appropriation bill, which is sure to be 
acted on at this session? or must it be consigned to | 
the calendar, and action be had on it no one knows | 
when? It is idle to say that we cannot embrace in a | 
general appropriation bill any items except those | 
which have been especially mentioned in a previ- 
ous law. 


by the Constitution, eanc- 


Cannot | 


The claim is for a smal! amount, and the State 


New Hampshire is one of the last States in the 





Mr. HALL said he must oppose this proposi- 


He had never thought || 


It was a case very much | 
In this case, however, the | 


Mr. PEASLEE said he contended that this 


Mr. EWING made the point of order, that the 


The amendment was again read. 
The CHAIRMAN said, the information of the | 


| 


The Chair, therefore, was of || 


Mr. PEASLEE appealed from the decision. 
The question, * Shall the decision of the Chair | 


So the amendment was ruled out of order by 


Mr. SWEETSER offered the following amend- | 
ment: 
“ And to enable the Secretary of the Interior to take a 
perpetual lease to the United States from the State of Ohio, 
free of taxes or other city charges of any sort, so many | 
rooms in the State-house, in the city of Columbus, as may | 
be necessary for the proper accommodation of the United || 
States district and circuit courts, holden in said city, and | 
their officers, twenty thousand dollars: Provided, That no | 
part of this appropriation shall be paid, wutil it shall be cer- | 
tified by the justices of said circuit court, that the said 

rooms are provided and the said lease made.” 
I'am aware (said Mr. 8.) that the committee | 
voted down the other-—— 
Mr. BOOTH rose to a question of order, and 
submitted that this was an independent proposi- 
tion, having no connection with any part of the 
bill, and therefore not in order, 
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and for the further protection of American seamen,’ ap- 
proved February 28, 1803; and the sum appropriated by this 
act for the retief and protection of American seamen in for- 
eign countries shall not be expended until! the fund raived 
by the provisions of this section, and the act aforesaid, shall 
be first exhausted.” 


Mr. BAYLY made the point that the amend 
ment was not in order, it containing no appropria- 
tion at all, but being a proposition to modify an 
existing iaw, defining the duties of consuls in re- 
spect to our seamen abroad. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to proceed in expla- 
nation. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginis has raised a point of order, which must be 

ecided before the gentleman can proceed wo ex- 
lain his amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will confine myself, then, to 
the point of order. It will be recollected, that in 
this bill there is a clause appropriating $125,000 


| for the relief and protection of American seamen 


in foreign countries. This amendment proposes 
to regulate the manner in which this $125,000 shall 
be expended, and provides that it shall not be ex- 
pended according to the provisions of the act of 
1803. I submit, therefore, that it is in order to 
regulate the manner of the expenditure of one of 
the appropriations contained in this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the Chair understand 
the gentleman to say that the expenditure of this 
fund is regulated by the act of 1803? 

Mr. BAYLY, (in his seat.) Yes, 

Mr. PHELPS. In part, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order, on the ground that it sought to change an 
existing law. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise. 

‘The motion was put and rejected. 

The last section of the bill was read. 


Mr. HAMPTON offered the following as an 
additional section: 


“ Be it further enacted, That from and after thirty days 
from the passage of this act, the duties imposed by the act 


| entitled * An act reducing the duty on importa, and tor other 


purposes,’ approved 30th July, 1646, shall be levied on goods, 


| wares, and merchandise imported into the United States, 
| agreeably to the average value which similar articles bore in 


the principal markets of the United States during the year 


| ending the 30th of June, 1646, to be ascertsined and fixed 


under the direction of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury.’’ 


Mr. TOOMBS. [rise to a question of order. 
There is a bill ‘appropriating money for the fiscal 
year ending 30th June, 1851. The amendment is 
a proposition to raise revenue, and alter the duties 
imposed upon imports, which is a purpose pre- 
cisely the reverse of the object of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN interposed, and said that de- 
bate was notin order. The 131st rule of the House 


'| was in the following words: 


« No motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon the 


|| people shall be diseussed the day on which it is made or ot- 


fered; and every such proposition shall reeeive its first dis- 
cussion in a Commitiee of the Whole House.” 


Mr. HAMPTON. Will the gentieman allow 
me to cite a precedent to sustain this amendment, 
contained in the civil and diplomauc appropria- 
tion bill of 1846? 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Under the rule which has just been read, (said 
the Chair,) and under the general parliamentary 
law, on the ground that the amendment is not ger- 
mane to the subject of the bill, nor in the slightest 
degree analogous to it, the Chair decides that the 
amendment. is not in order. 

Mr. HAMPTON. Just the same thing was 
done by an appropriation bill in 1846 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
from the decision. 

Mr. HAMPTON, (continuing hia sentence.) I 
appeal from the decision. 

e CHAIRMAN recognized Mr. Stevens as 
making the appeal. 





I appeal 





The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, - 
on the ground that the committee had stricken out 
all that partof the bill to which this amendment 
could be in order, and which was the root of all 
the other similar amendments. 


Mr. PHELPS moved the following, as an addi- 
tional section: 

“Seo. 4. And be it enacted, That no American 
mariner or seaman be discharged in any foreign port 
by the master of the vess¢! under his command, without the 

yment to the const! or commercial agent of the United 
Bianss et said port, for each seaman or mariner so dis- 
charged, three months’ pay over and above the wages which 

be due such seaman ot mariner; which siail be apptied 
in the 1vanner provided for in the act entitled ‘An vet 
plementary to the uct concerning consuls and vieo-coastile, 





And the question being, “ Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?’!-— 

Mr. ASHMUN was understood to suggest that 
the Chairman was in error upon one point, a mat- 
ter of historical fact; and to refer to the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill of 1846, which con- 
tained a clause relative to the duties on imports. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Is debate in 
order upon the appeal? 

The CHAIRMAN. Not where it has been 
closed by order of the House. The Chair regrets 
that it is not in order. 

Mr, STEVENS. _ Is it in order to haves clause 
of the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill of 
1846 read? 
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The CHAIRMAN said, it was not in order if 
objection was made, unless the committee ordered 
it to be read. 

Onjection was made. 

Tne CHAIRMAN propounded the question to 
the committee, Shall the clause desired by the gen- 
tieman from Pennsylvania be read ? 

Mr. POTTER rose to a question of order— 

Mr. TOOMBS (rising simultaneously) was rec- 
ognized, and inguired if the clause could be read, 
except by unanimous consent? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks, upon 
reflection, that, objection being made, the reading 
being in the nature of debate, the clause cannot be 
read except by universal consent. 

So, objection being made, the clause of the bill 
referred to was not read. 

Mr. BAYLY. That clause was put into the 
bill of 1846 in the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and not in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union—therefore it is no precedent. 

Mr. JONES asked for the reading of the ]3ist 
rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. The rule will be again read 
if no objection is made. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. CASEY. Will the Chair have the amend- 
ment read ? 

The CHAIRMAN (apparently misapprehend- 
ing the request of Mr. Casgy)—the objection not 
being pressed—caused the rule to be again read. 

Mr. CASEY. It was the reading of the amend- 
ment for which I asked. 

The CHAIRMAN again announced the ques- 
tion, *‘ Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the committee ?”’ 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Precrs and Van Dyke were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 81, noes 77. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment of Mr. Hampton was ruled out of 
order. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The committee having gone 
through the bill, I move that the committee rise 
and report the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN stated, that the motion 
of the gentleman from Virginia was first in order. 

Mr. TOOMBS. ! move, then, an amendment to 
that mouon, that the committee report the biil. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the mo- 
tion to rise, like the motion to adjourn, not amend- 
able. 

Mr. VINTON. I desire to put a question to 
the Chair. It is this: If the bill be reported by 
the committee, and the House do not agree to ail 
the amendments before we adjourn; will not the 
bill go upon the Speaker's table as unfinished bus- 
iness ? 

The CHAIRMAN. That is for the House to 
decide, 

Mr, VINTON. 
effect. 

Tellers were asked and ordered; and Mr. Evaws, 
of Ohio, and Mr, Tuomas, were appointed, 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
ayes 121, noes aot counted, 

The committee then rose and reported progress. 


THE POST-ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. POTTER. ‘The general post route bill is 
ready for the action of the House, and | rise to 
make a motion that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, with a view to take up that bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to the 
gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Porrer,| that the 
motion to go into Commitee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, is in order and can be enter- 
tained. But for the House to resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
upon any particular bill, unanimous consent must 
be required, or a suspension of the rules by a vote 
of two-thirds—and a motion to suspend the rules 
is not in order ent: 

Mr. POTTER. 1 beg to retmark, that I do not 
desire to make the motion to take up this bill a 

rt of my motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. I did not intend 
it as part of the motion. I merely intended to give 
notice, that if the motion to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union should pre- 








1 suppose that will be the 


vail, | should then move to lay aside the order of | 





EN 
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business in committee, for the purpose of taking 
up the general post-route bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. The bill to which the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Porrer) refers, con- 
tains no appropriation, I submit, therefore, to 
the Chair, whether the gentleman cannot move to 
discharge the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, from the consideration of that 
bill ? 

The SPEAKER. That motion will not be 
in order except by unanimous consent. The fact 
that the bill contains no appropriation, does not 
make a motion in order which would otherwise be 
out of order. No motion of that kind is in order 
except a motion that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. POTTER. Then I make that motion, and 
[ give notice that if it shall prevail, I shall, in 
semeeti, move to take up the general post-route 

ill. 

Mr. TOOMBS, I rise to a privileged motion. 
I move that the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The motion submitted by 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] is not 
such a privileged motion as will entitle him to 
precedence on the floor. The gentleman will be 
entitled to submit that motion, if the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Porter] yields the floor. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Porrer,] as I understood, was 
declared to be out of order. 

The SPEAKER explained, that the motion last 
submitted by the gentleman from Ohio (namely, 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole) was in order. And the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] having now the floor, 
the motion to adjourn was in order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I wish to put a ques- 
tion to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Porrer.] 

The SPEAKER. It may be done by unani- 
mous consent. 

Objection was made. 

Tellers were ordered on the motion to adjourn, 
and Messrs. Cape tu, of Florida, and Boorn were 
were appointed, 

And the question being taken, the vote stood— 
ayes 92, noes 37. 

Mr. POTTER asked the yeas and nays; which 
were refused. 

And then the House adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpar, August 26, 1850. 

TheJournal of Saturday was read and approved. 

Mr. JONES asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer the resolution which he bad in- 
effectually attempted to introduce on Saturday last, 
authorizing the Speaker to cause two seats to be 
placed in front of the Speaker’s chair, for the ac- 
commodation of the reporters of the Congressional 
Globe. 

Mr. McGAUGHY rose and objected. 

Mr. JONES moved that the rules of the House 
be suspended to enable him to offer the resolution. 
REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 

The SPEAKER. There is a motion to sus- 
pend the rules now pending, and that motion must 
be disposed of before another motion of that kind 
can be made. The Chair will state the question, 
When the House adjourned on Saturday last, a 
motion had been made by the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Marreson] to suspend the rules 
to enable him to offer the resolution which the 


i| Clerk will now read. 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the House bill No. 351, being a bill for the 
reduction of postage and to abolish the franking privilege, be 
made the special order for the 4th Monday of August instant, 
at seven o’clock, p. m., and continue from day to day, at the 
same hour, until the same shall be finally disposed of, 


The resolution having been read— 

The SPEAKER continued. Pending the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, the House adjourned. 
The yeas and nays had been demanded. The 
question now recurs on suspending the rules, and 
on ordering the yeas and nays on that motion. 

Mr. INGE Mr. Speaker, resolutions recently 
adopted at a jarge and enthusiastic mass meetil 


of the citizens of Alabama, held at the city of 


Montgomery, have been sent to the Alabama dele- 
gation, to be presented to this House. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House that they may 





Aug. 24, 


be received, and that I may exrresa my entice. 
tion in offering to its connuleretion the meg 
ble truths therein expressed, and the firm an 
of the people to maintain them. ” 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman 


bama [Mr, Ince) is aware that a motion 
Oe ig |? a Bow paneling. 
r. asked the unanimous eco 
House to present the resolutions. Hr A, the 
ee being made, tD4 retoleons Were not 
received; but they were subsequent! " 
under the rule, and are as follow: : a ead 


. “MontGomery, (Ava.,) Aug. 20, )a59 
GenTLEMEN: In pursuance of a resolution adopted , 
mass meeting held in this city on the 17th instant, we a a 
the honor to enclose you the proceedings of that lean 
and to remain, most respectfully, 
Your obedient servants. 

THOS. F. LEONARD, 

P. H. BRITTAN, } Secretaries 

To the honorable Mesers. Inox, Hinttard, Hires, Hy, 

Barp, Bowoon, Aston, and Coss, House of Represen, 

atives, Washington, D, C, 
MONTGOMERY MASS MEETING, 

In pursuance Of previous notice, a large numbe 
amelie of Montgomery and the ad Binlses counti‘g. tec 
bled in mass meeting in the city of Montgomery, on Syn, 
day, the 17th instant. , 

On motion of R. C. Shorter, Jr., Esq., the following og, 
cers were appointed ; 

Presidents—James Gilchrist, Esq. , of Lowndes, an 7), 

S. Mays, of Montgomery county. o 

Vice Presidents—Morgan Smith, Exq., of Lowndes; 9. p 
Noble, Montgomery; D. C. Miller, Barbour; Janes 4: 
Smith, Macon; General James J. Gilmer, Monignney: 
Bolling Hall, Autauga; Judge E.'T. Smith, Benton; p;.),. 
W. Pierce, Montgomery; Dr. Morris, Lowndes; Beran 
J. Hoole, Barbour; Richard Felder, Montgomery; py, y. 
Bozeman, do.; Colonel A. J. Pickett, do.; and Major White 
of Macon county. ’ 

Secretaries—Thomas F. Leonard and P. 8. Prittan, 

Judge Mays, on taking the chair, made an appropriay 
and eloquent address, in returning thanks for the honor eop. 
ferred, and in explanation of the purposes and objects of the 
meeting. 

J. L. Pugh, Esq., of Enfanla, was first called upon, and 
took the stand. Mr. P.’s speech was a masterly exposition 
and history of the anti-slavery crusade against the Sout), 
and he was listened to with the deepest attention, and re- 
ceived the frequent plaudits of the assembly. 

At the conclusion of Mr, P.’s speech, Colonel Williams, 
of Montgomery, submitted the resolutions: 

Resolved, That as a compromise of the slavery questions 
at issue between the North and the South, we approve the 
platform of the Nashville Convention, to wit: the applica- 
tion of the Missouri compromise line of 36° 30 to the teri. 
tories of the United States, with a recognition of slavery in 
those territories south of that line; and we pledge ourselves 
to sustain the action of that Convention, resolved upon ip 
conformity with the above principles. 

Resolved, That the admission of California into the Union, 
upon her present application, will be bug a consummation 
of one of the most siupendous frauds ever attempied upon 
the rights of any people, and an enactment by Congress of 
the Wilmot proviso ina disguised, though most effective 
form. 

Resolved, That in the event of the admission of California, 
withouta full recognition of the rights of the South, on the 
basis of the Nashville resolutions, we recommend to the 
people of this State, and to the people of the other slave- 
holding States, to meet in Convention, with a view to tie 
adoption of such measures as may be best suited to we 
emergency of the occasion, 

Resolved, That we have witnessed, with unqualified satis- 
faction, the action of ‘the citizens of Georgia in their pr- 
mary meetings, in reference to the great questions at issue; 
and in the event of the admission of California into the 
Union with her proposed boundaries, we look to the as- 
sembling of the Convention of that State, as the first great 
practical southern movement in vindication of the wrongs 
of the South. 

Resolved, That looking to the past hi-tory of the gallant 
State of Georgia, and to the acknow ledged energy, firmness, 
and practical wisdom of her citizens, we cannot doubt that 
her course in this crisis will be worthy of the fame of bet 
Troup, and of the great cause Which rests upon her, as out 
of its most efficient champions. : 

Resolved, That the adinission of Texas into this Union 
was accomplished by the tatives of the slavehold- 
ing States, and in opposition to the strongest efforts of Free 
Soi) and Abolition; that in the act of her admission, the 
prejudices of the North against our institutions were [e- 
spected, by eee of slavery in the States thereal- 
ter to be for lying north of the line of 36° 30/ north lati- 
tude; that her boundaries up to that line were clearly esta’ 
lished by her war of independence, designated by ihe 
resolutions of her Congress, admitted by the joint resojutioa 
by which she became a State of our Union, vindicated by 
the war with Mexico, and finally ed by the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo; and that any act of Congress by which 
any portion of her ferrites sone of ine would be sut- 
rendered to free soilism id be as a direct at 
tack upon our institutions. , 

Resolved, That the question now pend to the bound- 
ary of ‘Texas, is one in which the whole South is dvep!y 
interested, and ee ren oe to her sister States of he 
South, demands that shall not consent to be dismew- 
bered in the manner marked out in what is Known as the 
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eae 
; tof her that she will not be so false to her- 
‘ righ heen, as to accept a sum of money for admit- 
t ‘an enemy within her gates, and establishing therein 
pog ehold for abolitionism, and a harbor for fugitive slaves. 
gron , That any attempt upon the part of the Gov: 
vent of the United States to prevent Texas from ex- 
rag ber jurisdiction over all the territory included with- 
ae Mt cundaries, ax defined by law at the date of the act 
"0 anexation, will be a usurpation of power by that Gov- 
of a and an act not only without law, but against the 
em of Texas, against the act of annexation, against the law 
us treaty with Mexico, and an invasion of the limits of 
Texas. 
That all attempts to induce and to aid any part 
_ poets abitamte of the territory lying within the limits of 
Texaa, a8 defined by her at the date of the act of annexation, 
io form & separate government, are frauds Committed upon 


ine rights of Texas, and tend directly to decide the question 


ar’ inst her. 

 waaas Y That Congress, under the Constitution of the 
United States, has power to provide for calling forth the mi- 
jiia for three 8€ e aod specified purposes, and none 
oher, to wit: “To execute the laws of the Union; to sup- 
ores insurrections, and to repel invasions ;”” and that the 
acts of O of 1795 and 1807 on this subject are acts 

passed in conformity with the above constitutional provision. 

Resolved, That any attempt by the President of these Uni- 
ted States to use the military power of the Government 

inst an act Of a sovereign State, does not come within 
euiber the letter or spirit of the Constitution of the United 
states, or of the statutes passed by Congress on the subject 
of calling forth the militia, and that such attempt to coerce 

a sovereign State, would be a plain and palpable violation 

of the Constitution, destructive of the liberty of the people, 

and should be denounced and resisted by all the States of 
Jnion. 

eee That we approve of the reassembling of the 

Nashville Convention after the adjourament of Congress ; 

and that this district may be fully represented, we approve 

the holding Of a District Convention at Clayton, that the 

vacancy occasioned by the resignation of General R. C. 

Shorter, Sen., may be filled; and that five delegates be ap- 
pointed to represent the county of Montgomery in’ said con- 

pen tion. 

} Aer the reading of the resolutions, President Mays stated 
that this meeting having been called for free discussion, any 
one opposed to the resolutions was invited to come forward 
and take the stand. No one appearing to avail himself of 
this invitation, Colonel Williams was called upon and spoke 
at length, with eloquence and ability, in support of the reso- 
junons. 

General G. W. Gunn, of Tuskegee, was next introduced 
to he audience, and delivered an argumentative and able 
syeech, replete with warm and glowing language—breathing 
devotion to the South and the maintenance of ber rights un- 
impaired. 

The Chair here again extended the invitation to any one 
opposed to the resolutions to take the stand; but there 
seemed to be ‘none of that sort’? present, and 

B. W. Walker, Esq., of Macon county, entertained the au- 
dience fura short time with an earnest and patriotic speech. 

Honorable W. L. Yancey was now enthusiastically called 
for, and took the stand, It is enough to say, that this effort 
of Mr. ¥, was worthy of his high reputation as a debater 
and orator, and was frequently and heartily applauded. 

At the conclusion of this speech, the resolutions were put 
upon their passage, and were adopted unanimously. 

The harbacue was then announced as ready, and the crowd 
repaired to the table, the jadies, & large number being pres- 
enl,) of course, having the precedence. The fare was abun- 
dant and well prepared, and all seemed to enjoy it. 

After dinner, the Presidents again called the arenes 
order, at about five o’clock, p. m. A considerable number 
responded to this call, and assembled around the stand, 
where they were entertained by excellent speeches hy Col- 
onel John Cochran, of Barbour, Hamblin F. Lewis, Esq., of 
Lowndes, and A. Filand, Esq., of Russell county. 

On motion of Colonel Seibels, it was 

Resolved, That a copy of the proceedings of this meeting 
be forwarded to our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress, including the able and patriotic Volney Es Howard, 
one of the Representatives from the State of Texas, with 
the request that they be laid before their respective Houses; 
and also, that a copy thereof be forwarded to the Governor 

of Texas, with a request that he will lay them before the 
Legislature of that State, now in session. 

_R. ©. Shorter, jr., Esy., chairman of the Committee of In- 
Vilation, here read letters from several geatlemen'who had 
been invited: John A, Campbell, Esq., and B.. Boykin, of 
Mobile ; Colonels George W. Gayle and J. H. Campbell, of 
Carawha ; Judge A. Bowie, Colonel S. F. Rice, and Thomas 
8. Woodward, of Talladega ; which deing too long to imbody 
iu these proceedings, will hereafter be published in the pa- 
per’ of Mon ” 

On motion of Mr, Yancey, it was 

Resolved, That this meeting recommend to the people of 
his State, an@ the South generally, to subscribe to the 
‘Southern Press,” at Washington city, as it is the only 
pa South published at the seat of the General Gov- 


On motion of Col. Seibels, it was 

Resolved, That a delegation of four be appointed by the 
Presidents of this wneetinng, to attend the mass meeting to be 
held at Macon, Ga., on 
them the proceedings and greetings of this meeting. 

The following gentlemen were ee ae res- 
olution: Messrs, Jobin Cochran, J. L. Pugh, W. L. Yancey, 
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The question then recurred on ordering the yeas | 


and nays on the motion of Mr. Marrsson. 


The yeas and nays were refused. “ 
| 


The question, “Shall the rules be suspended ?”” 


not received. 
POST ROUTE BILL. 


made on Saturday afternoon by Mr. Porter, that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (wine the inten- 
tion, if that motion should prevail, of moving to 


motion the House had adjourned. 
And the question being on that motion, 
Mr. POTTER said, he proposed to withdraw 


the motion to go into Committee of the Whole on | 


the state of the Union, and to move that, by unan- 
imous consent, the committee be dischar 
the further consideration of this bill to establish 
certain post-routes in the United States. 

Mr. Raye the Speaker.) Is it in order to 
move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order pending the 
other motion. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON desired, he said, to state || 


to the Ffouse, that the bill had only just been 
printed; members had not had an opportunity to 
examine it. Some members were absent, and 
might think it unfair that the bill should be taken 
up in their absencé. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Mississippi (Mr. Fearuerston] object? 

Mr. FEATHERSTON, Ido. 

Mr. POTTER. Then I move that the rules be 
suspended, to enable me to make the motion, that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the bill. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood 
ayes 97, noes 33. 

So, two thirds voting in the affirmative, the rules 
were suspended, 

The question was then put on the motion of 
Mr. Porrer, and having been decided in the 
affirmative— 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union were discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is on the 
engrossment of the bill. 

The routes in New Hampshire being under con- 
sideration,’ 


which was read, viz: 


From Bellows Falls, Vermont, via Paper Mill, South 
Acworth, Leinster, and East Unity,to Newport, in New 
Hampshire. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POTTER was about to offer another amend- 
ment, when— 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said the Chair 
apprehended there would be some difficulty upon 
this bill, unless the House should understand in 
advance in what manner it was to be disposed of. 
No amendment to it had been adopted in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and, in order that Amendments might be offered in 
proper order, the bill would now be read by 
clauses. 

Mr. INGE, (to the Speaker.) Has the bill 
been read in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. The bill will 
now be read by clauses, and amendments can be 
offered regularly, as in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. It is the only mode in 
which the House can act understandingly. 





On motion by Messrs. CASEY and CALVIN, 
verbal alterations were made in the bill. 
Mr. ASHMUN now interposed, and said it was 


the rv || very evident that this bill could not be disposed 
was then taken, and decided in the negative. 


( ided_ : | of to-day. There were,.he had been informed, a 
So, two thirds not voting in the affirmative, the || great number of amendments to be offered. It 
rules were not suspended, and the resolution was || Was very important that the civii dnd diplomatic 


|| appropriation bill should be disposed of, and he 


_ would, therefore, move that the further considera- 
The business first in order was the motion || tion of the post-route bill be postponed until Mon- 


| 
|| lay aside the business first in order, and to take u 


up the re post-route bill,) pending which | 


| 0 





i} 
| 


Mr. PUTNAM offered the following amend- | 


ment, which was agreed to, viz: 

From Batavia, in the county of Genesee, to Buffalo, in 
the county of Erie, along the plank road now being con- 
structed between said 


points. 

Mr. NEWELL pro the following, to come 
in under the head of New Jersey, which was read 
and agreed to, viz: 


From Mount Holly via Chemung, New Gre to Tuck- 
ervitle, New J ' alpen? xi 


F Mount Holty via Brown’s Mills, to Bar- 
rom Pemberton, Bais, 


New Jersey. 


| 





} 








| Potter, Putnam, 


Mr. POTTER moved the following amendment, || 


|| day next. 
| r. INGE. I hope that motion will be agreed 
| to, Wehave all been taken by surprise in having 


this bill pressed upon our consideration at this 


me—— 
The SPEAKER interposing Debate is nat in 
rder. 

The question on the motion to postpone was 
taken, and the vote stood—ayes 77, noes 59. 
Mr. POTTER. | call for the yeas and nays; 


| and I desire to state, that I do so because we can 
from || finish this bill in an hour if we will proceed. 


The SPEAKER. Remari:s are out of order. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
to Peete nO 

r. BROWN, of Indiana, (to the Speaker.) 
If the consideration of the bill is postponed until 
Monday next, will it then come up as the special 
order? 

The SPEAKER. It will come up on Monday 
next asthe regular business, but not as a special 
order. 

The question was taken on the motion to post- 
pone, and decided in the negative—yeas 82, nays 
107; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews, Ashmun, 
Averett, Bayly, Bennett, Bissell, Bokee, Bowdon, Breck, 
Briggs, Burrows, Burt, C. Butier, E. C. Cabell, Jos. P. Cald- 
well, Casey, Clarke, W. R. W, Cobb,Coleock, Cole, Deberry, 


| Dixon, Dutham, Elliot, A, Evans, Ewing, Fitch, Freediey, 


Gerry, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Hall, Hamilton, Hampton, L. G, 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Hibbard, Hilliard, Holmes, Inge, James L. Johnson, Jones, 
Jas. G. King, Jno. A. King, Leffler, Littlefield, McGatichey, 
Robert M. McLane, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Miilson, 
Morse, Morton, Nelson, Outlaw, Peck, Phaonix, Pitman, 
Reynolds, Rock well, Ross, Savage, Schermerhorn, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Frederick P. Stanton, Thomas, John 
B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Underhill, Van Dyke, 
Watkins, White, and Wilson—22., 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Anderson, Ashe, Bay, Reale, 
Bingham, Booth, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William J. 
Brown, Buel, Thomas B. Butier, Josephi Cable, George A. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Clingman, 
Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Dimmiek, Disney, Doty, Duncan, 
Durkee, Edmondeon, Nuthan Evans, Featherston, Fowler, 
Fuller, Giddings, Grinnell, Hallowav, Hammond, Haralson, 
Harlan, Hay, Hoagland, Houston, Howard, Howe, Hanter, 
Jos, W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Julian, 
George G. King, Preston King, La Sare, Horace Mann, 
J. Mann, Marshall, Mason, Matteson, McClernand, Mc Dow- 
ell, McLanahan, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Moore, 
Morris, Newell, Ogie, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peastee, Phelps, 
ichardson, Robbins, Robinson, Koot, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Seddon, 
Shepperd, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 
Taylor, James Thompson, Tuck, Vénabie, Vinton, Walden, 
Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wil- 
drick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, and Young 
—107. 

So the post-route bill was not postponed. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, sent up the follow- 
ing amendment: 


Sec. — Be it further enacted, That all the roads and navi- 
gable rivers in United States, or the Territories thereof, 
now or hereafter to be opened, be and the same are hereby 
declared to be post-routes for the conveyance of the mails; 
and the Postmaster General is hereby authorized at his dis- 
cretion to contract for carrying the mails from place to place 
over the same, in conformity with the law whenever in his 
opinion the publie good shall require the same to be so 
transported, in the same manner that he could if each route 
were herein specially named, and not otherwise. 


The SPEAKER. Doss the gentleman offer the 
amendment as a substitute for the bill ? 

Mr. EVANS replied in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER said it would be in order after 
the bill should have been read through. 

Mr. EVANS. I ask the consent of the House 
that it may be considered in order now; and if | 
am allowed, I wish to say a few words upon ihe 
substitute. 

Mr. ROBINSON objected, and called the gen- 
tleman to order. 

Mr. EVANS aaid he would make some remarks 
to the bill then. He said he would not occupy the 
attention of the House above three or four minutes. 
It mast be well known to the House that nearly 
all the public roads in the Union had been declared 


| post-routes, and he desired to know what reason- 


able objection there could be to making them all 
tes, whenever the Postmaster General 
| shall be of opinion that the public interest will be 


im 
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a tte 


promoted by the selection of any of them. 


only necessary for any gentleman to rise and sub- 


mit a motion that a particular road shall be made | 


& post-route, to have it established as such. 


In | 
effect, every road was now a post-route, for it was | 


could rise, and submit a motion to convert any road | 


he might choose to name into a post-route, and no || this bill were now laid aside, it would not be 


reached again for days or weeks, and probably not 


gentieman would be so discourteous as to object to 
it. No one interposes any objection to motions of 


thie kind; why not, then, adopt this amendment, | 
which places all the roada in the Union on the | 


necessary how, if a post 


same footing? It is ae 
y law, to go to the Post- 


route is not authorized 


master General, and satisfy him that the public | 


convenience will be promoted by the adoption of a 


particular road, and he will order it to be made a | 
The United States mails are now || 


special route. 


carried over nearly one half of all our public roads, | 


The Postmaster General has the power in his 
hands to order the transportation of the mail over 
any of these roads. 

_ In offering his amendment, he disclaimed any 
intention to interfere with the wishes of any of the 
members of this House. He had proposed it in 
the sincere behef that it was the most proper basis 


on which this post-road system could be fixed— || any amendment they might consider necessary. 


and he hoped his proposition would be received || tre repeated, he should now insist upon finishing | 


with favor by the House. 


Mr. POTTER said, there had not been a post 


route established in the United States for upwards 
of two years,and now when they were spending 
perhaps a couple of hours in considering this bill, 


the plea of economy of the time of the House was | 


brought up as an objection. The proposition of 


the gentleman from Maryland had heretofore been | 


made, and the committee would. very gladly have 1 of the Post Office Committee in the Senate, and 


adopted it if they had considered it constitutional. 


Bnt the Constitution authorizing Congress to €s- | 
tablish post roads, the committee were of the opin- || 


ion that it would not be in compliance with the 
spirit of the Constitution to turn over the duty to 


| 
i 


j 


the Postmaster General, and authorize him to es- | 


tablish post routes. He did not suppose the bill 
a half, if the House would go on and not occupy 
the time by moving to postpone or to amend, in 
particulars where it had undergone the examina- 
tion of the committee. 

He suggested, in order to expedite business, that 


anv amendments they desired. 

The SPEAKER propounded the question, 
whethe- the House would, by unanimous consent, 
ae the course suggested by the gentleman from 

rive 

Mr. VINTON objected, remarking that they 
would get on better in the regular mode of pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr. INGE said, he wished to submit a privi- 
leged motion. It was evident that the House was 
taken by surprise, and were not prepared to act 
upon the bill at this time 

Mr. FEATHERSTON interposed, and inquired 
whether debate was in order? 

Mr. INGE. I move to refer this bill to the 
Committee of the Whoie on the state of the Union, 
to give opportunity to act upon it deliberately. 

Mr. POTTER desired to say in reference to the 
charge that he had taken the House by surprise 





upon this bill, thaton Tharsday or Friday last he | 


had given notice tothe House that he should 
move to take up this bill at the earliest day, and 
had requested gentlemen to prepare and have in 
— any amendments they might desire to 
omer. 
‘ Mr, FEATHERSTON, 
nie, 
ihe INGE beeeed Depa is in order. 

r. I} to say that his colleague, who 
was & eeubllof the Committes on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, [Mr. Ausron,] was himself taken 
by surprise, and expressed the strong desire that 
the bill shouid be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, or postponed to 
a day certain. He expressed the earnest hope 
that the bill should not be pressed through at this 
time, when 80 many members were taken by sur- 
prise, and had had no opportunity to propose 
amendments which they t desire to offer. He 
himself desired to offer two or three, but he could 
not now lay his hand upon them. Other gentle- 
men were in the same situation. He was willing 
to make the bill the special order, say for Mon- 


I object to this de- | 





———— 
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jection was made; but if objected to, he should | 


| insist upon his original motion to refer the bill to 


H \| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
e |i 


Union. 


ONAL GLOBE. 





day, and would so modify his motion, if no ob- j 


Aug. 26, 


From Baltimore, by way of Ford’s a 
to Warwick, Cecil eatin Landing and Cecitton, 
wae Soe ey var of Pair Hill and Lew) 
ania. emblevill - 
Pennsylvania. : © and New London, 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, Proposed a Verbal 


Mr. FEATHERSTON said he was satisfied if || amendment; which was agreed to. 


during the session. It would be recollected when 
the motion was made this morning to take up the 
bill, he had objected to it for the same reasons 
which now seemed to press with so much force 
upon the minds of certain gentlemen, viz: that | 


some members of the House were absent, that | 
the bill had been printed but a few days, that gen- || 
tlemen had not had the opportunity of examining | 


it and preparing such amendments as they desired 
to offer. 


could be disposed of in an hour or more, and he 
should now insist that the bill be disposed of. The 
routes were all arranged by States, and gentlemen, 


| by turning to that part of the bill of which the cap- 
‘tion was the name of their own State, could ex- 


i} 





' 


would oceapy more than an hour or an hour and || 








| 
| 


| 
| 


} 
j 
| 
| 
j 





amine their routes in five minutes, and prepare 
the bill, and he would move the previous question, 
were it not that it would cut off amendments. 


remedying the objections of gentlemen to now 
proceeding with the bill. 


offer should be omitted as they progressed with 
the bill, they could be handed in to the chairman 


gentlemen would have no difficulty in getting them 


inserted. They all knew the difficulty of getting || 
\| up bills in the House. 


He really honed now that 
the bill was under consideration the House would 
dispose of it. 

[Cries in all parts of the House, “Go on with 
the bill.’ 

Mr. FOWLER inquired what was the motion 
now pending? 

The SPEAKER. To refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. FOWLER. I move to lay that motion on 


ww, . } ] ° 
the Clerk read merely the captions; and gentle- | the table 


men, when their own States were read, could offer | 


The SPEAKER said, that motion would not 
accomplish the object the gentleman had in view, 
but would carry the bill itself to the table. 

Mr. FOWLER did not press his motion. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Ince, was taken and rejected. 

So the House refused to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The House then resumed, and proceeded with 
the bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsy!vania, made some re- 
marks in regard to the proposition for a route from 
Tunkhamrock, which, he stated, needed some 
amendment. He was not then prepared to submit 
the proper amendment, as he had not the petition 
upon the subject. It was with that view thathe 
had voted to postpone the consideration of the bill 
till Monday next. 


Mr. POTTER submitted the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the routes for Penn- 
sylvania, which was agreed to; viz: 

From Halifax, via Fisherville, to Elizabethville, Dauphin 
county. 

From Blythe poet office, at Tuscarora village, to Catta- 
wiesa post office, Schuylkill county. 

From Leroy post office, in Bradford county, Pennsylva- 
nia, via Granville, to Troy, in said county. 

From Eldred ville, via Camphbellville, to New Albany, Sul- 
livan county. 

From Berlin, Somerset county, via Roxbury, Shanksville, 
Buckstown, Shade Furnace, and Scalp Level, to Johnstown, 
in Cambria county, Pennsylvania. 


_Mr. CALVIN offered the following, to come 
after the line 219: 

From Spruce Creek, Huntington county, Pennsylvania, 
via Warrior’s Mark to Phillipsburg, Centre county, Penn- 
sylvania. 

The question was put on the amendment, and 
it was agreed to. 

At the suggestion of Mr. BUTLER, ‘of ‘Penn: 
sylvania, and Mr. HOUSTON, verbal amend- 
ments were made to the bill. 

Mr. POTTER proposed the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the routes for Ma- 
ryland, which was agreed to, viz : 


From Laurel, in Prince George’s coun ‘to Sandy 
Spri ng, in Montgomery county. - ” 


But the House had determined to take || 
up the bill, and had gone half way throngh it; it | 


He stated that if any || 
amendments which gentlemen might desire to | 


| 


|| following amendment, which was 


| 





The routes for Virginia, being under considers 
tion, > 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, Proposed the 
; y agreed to, ;, 
come in at the end of that section, viz: 1 
From Factory Hill to Holy Neck, Nansemond 
From Buchanan to Clarksburg. * _—— 
From New Salem, via New Milton, Sugar Grove 
Farmington, to Harrisville. » and 
From Ripley, via Buffalo, Big Level, to Barbouryijt. 
From West Union, via Stine Spring Mills, Lewin’ , 
Lawson’s Store and Zeba Davis’s Mills, to Webb's ma 


Mr. McDOWELL offered the following amepy. 
ment, which was agreed to, to come in at the eng 


| of Virginia, viz: 


From Patterson depdt, via Frankford, Sheetz’s yyy 
Burlington, Williamsport, and Ridgeway, (McNemar’s 
Roads,) to Petersburg, Hardy county. “a 

From Franklin, via Monterey, Nilsonville, and Ba) 


| to Crab Bottom, Highland county. 


From Winchester to Wardensville. 
From Monterey, via Madisonville and Ruckmansyilie 
to Mountain Grove. ’ 


Mr. AVERETT moved the following ameng. 


| ment, which was agreed to, to come in at the end 
Mr POTTER said he could suggest a mode of || 


of Virginia, viz: 

From Horse Pasture to Martinsville. 

Messrs. HAMMOND and SHEPPERD pp. 
posed verbal amendments to the bill; which wer 
agreed to, 


Mr. POTTER proposed the following amend. 
ments, which were agreed to, to come in at ihe 
end of North Carolina, viz: 


From Hamptonville, in Surry county, North Carolina, 
by the way of Lovelace, to Wilkesborough, Wilkes county, 


| in said State. 


From Cathey’s Creek to Georgetown, Macon county. 
From Fayetteville, via Aversborough village, to Smith. 
ld 


eld. 

From Salisbury, via Organ Church, to Mount Pleasant, 
in Cabarrus county. 

From the Warin Springs, North Carolina, to Newport, 
Tennessee. 


Mr. OUTLAW proposed the following ameni- 
ment, which was agreed to, to come in at the end 
of North Carolina, viz: 

From St. John’s, in Hertford county, via Britton’s ¥ 








EE 


roads, to Scotland Neck, in Halifax county. 

From Powell’s Point to Roanoke Island, in Currituck 
county. 

Mr. POTTER offered the following amendment, 
which was agreed to, to come in at the end of 
South Carolina, viz: 

From Camden, via Bishopsville, to Willow Grove. 

From Bethlehem to Sandy Grove. 

From Anderson, South Carolina, to Athens, Georgia. 

Mr. BURT pro d the following amendment, 
which was agreed to, to come in at the end of 
South Carolina, viz: 

From Columbia, via Pleasant Springs, Countsville, and 
Calk’s Road, to Frog Level, in Newberry District. 

Mr. WELLBORN moved to strike out in the 
Georgia route, words ‘* Pea Ridge’’ in line 404 of 
the bill, and to insert the words ‘* Buena Visia.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. McLEAN of Kentucky, proposed the fdl- 
lowing amendment, which was agreed to, to come 
in at the end of Kentucky, viz: 

From Russellville, Logan county, via Buena Vista 
Springs, to Elkton, Todd county, Kentucky. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, proposed the 
following amendment, which was to, to 
come in at the end of Kentucky, viz: 

From Mayeville, via Slack, to Germantown. 

From Maysville, via Slack and Minerva, to Dover. 

Mr. POTTER proposed the following amend- 
ment, which was ageed to, to come in at the end 
of Tennessee, viz: 

From Rogersville, via Anderson’s Roads, Kyle’s Ford, 
and Hunter’s Gap, to Jonesville, Lee county, Virginia. 

From MeMinnville, via Irvin College and William Du- 


gan’s, to Chattanooga. 

From Dover, Stewart county, via Stromhold Furnace, 
Concord ns 

From Jasper to Pikeville, on the east side of Sequachee 


| river. ; 
From Elizabethtown, via Longmire, to Stockvilie, Nort 
“rom Bova, via Nabbin Ridge, to Metamora. 

From Tartle Town, North Carolina, via Duck Tow), 
TFrom Dresden, via Palmer’ store, to Boydville, Tenn 


see. : 
Fron’ Taylorsville, Tennessee, to John Mast’s, North 
Carolina. 
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it Taylorsvitie to Sugar Grove, North Carolina. | 

e un Taylorsville, down Roan’s Creek, via Carter’s Iron | 

~ to Sugar Grove, North Carolina. 
oe Bagdad to Carthage. | 

From Chattanooga, via Sparta, Gainesborough, Tompkins. || 

ne, wo Glasgow, Kentucky, | 
M prot Harrison, via Blue Spring, to Cotton Port, Meigs 
ree flarrison, via Hinson’s, to Pikeville. 

From Kingston, Roane county, to Robertsville, 

From Woodbourne,in Knox county, via Vandergriff > || 
Roads and Austin L. Moore’s, to Clinton. 

From Franklin, via Hurt’s Roads, to Rally Hill. 

From Dresden, via Middlebury, to Troy. 

From Prkeville to Jasper, on the southeast side of the Se- 
quaichee river. 

Mr. MARSHALL proposed the following || 
amendment, which was agreed to, to come in at || 
the end of ‘Tennessee, viz: 

From Carrolton, via Palmyra, to Bedford. 

From Carrolton, via Campbellsburg, to New Castle. 

Mr. POTTER proposed the following amend- |) 
ment, Which was agreed to, to come in at the end || 
of Ohio: 

From Pomeroy to Apple Grove, at the head of Letart 
Falls, in the county of Meigs. | 

Mr. POTTER proposed the following amend- 
ment, which was agreed to, to come in at the end 
of Louisiana, viz: 

From Grand Ecore, via Campti, Coushattie Chute, and 
Ringgold, to Minden. | 


Mr. POTTER proposed the following amend- | 





| county, on the line of the railroad now being made. 


| lowing amendment, which was agreed to, to come | 
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Provided, Thatypothing in this act contained shall be so | 


construed as to express any opinion as to the true boundary i! 
of any State or Territory mentioned therein. 1 


Mr. POTTER offered the following amend- 
ment; which was agreed to, to come in at the end | 
of New York, viz: 

From Pierrepont Manor to Sackett’s Harbor, Jefferson | 


From Adams’ Centre to Sackett’s Harbor, Jefferson | 
county, New York, on the direct road thither. 

From Rome, Oneida county, via Stanwix, Westmoreland, 
Walesville. Vernon, Vernon Centre, Knox’s Corners, to 
Oriskany Falls. 

From Rome, Oneida conniv, via Western to Booneville. 

From Chemung to Van Ettenville, Chemung county, New | 


| York. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, offered the fol- 


in at the end of Virginia, viz: 
From Chancellorville to Richardsville. 
From Shepherd’s Grove, via Kellyville and Brandy to Cul- 
pener Conrt-Honse. 
From Wytheville, via Speedwell, Dry Run, Elk Creek, 
Austin and Cornett’s store, Independence, to Ballard’s store, | 
on Bridiw creek, Grayson county. | 


Mr. NEWELL offered the following amend- | 
ment, which was agreed to, to come in at the end 
of New Jersey, viz: 


From Princeton, Mercer county, via Van Nise’s Store, 
Edinburgh, Dutch Neck, Windsor, to Hightstown, New 
Jersey. 


Mr. POTTER offered the following amendment, 


| 
j 
1 
| 





ment, which was agreed to, to come in at the end | 
of Indiana, viz: 
From Richmond, Wayne county, via Dover, Williams. || 


pore, Economy, Blountsville, and New Burlington, to 1 


Muncy, in Delaware county. 
From Smithfield, Delaware county, via New Albany. 
James Ransem’s, in Blackford county, to Montpelier. 


From Marion, Grant county, via America, Wabash coun- 
ty, to Lagro. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON proposed the following 
amendment, which was agreed to, to come in 
at the end of Mississippi, viz: 

From Granada, in Yalla Busha county, via Leflore, Gree®- 
wood, and Yuzoo city, to Vicksburg. 


On motion by Mr. McCLERNAND, a verbal 
amendment was made in the routes in Illinois. 


ment, which was agreed to, to come in at the 
end of Illinois, viz: 


From Middieport, in Iroquois, via Wool, Quitman, 
and Butler, to Urbana, in Champaign county, Illinois, 


Mr. BAKER proposed the following amend- 
ment, which was agreed to, to come in at the end 
of Illinois, viz : 

From Oregon, by Mt. Morris to Buffalo Grove. 

From Sterling, by Union Grove, to Albany. 
Mr. INGE offered the following amendment, 
which was agreed to, to come in at the end of | 

Alabama, viz: 

From Fayette Court-Honse to Crossville. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, offered the following 
amendment, which was agreed to, to come in at 
end of Alabama, viz: 

From Mount Ginsan, Jefferson county, via. Trussville, to 


| 
| 


Fiom Woodville, Jackson county, to Zackariah, Marshall 
county, 


1} 
’ 
| 


which was agreed to, to come in at the end of | 


| South Carolina, viz: 


From Dyson’s Mills, via Greenwood, Deadfal!l, Cokes- 
burg, Mount Hill, to Anderson. 

Mr. POTTER offered the following asan amend- 
ment to the bill: 

IN MINNESOTA. 

From Point Douglas, hy way of Cottage Grove and Red 
Rock, to Saint Paul, 
| FromSaint Pani, by way of the Falls of St. Anthony, 
Sank Rapids, and the mouth of Swan river, to Fort Gaines. 
| From Swan river to Long Prarie and to Pembina. 
| From Point Douglas, by way of Stillwater, Marine Mills, 


St. Louis river of Lake Superior. 


Greve, and Mendota, to Fort Snelling. 


Little Rock, to Sac qui Pasle. 
IN CALIFORNIA. 
| From Fort Bridget, on Black Fork river, by way of Salt 
Lake Citv, to San Francisco. 
From San Francisco, by way of Sacramento City, to 
Trinitv. 
From Sacramento City, by way of Yuba, to Lawson’s 
Ranche. 
| From Sacramento City to Sutter’s Mills. 
| From Sacramento City, by way of Stockton and Sonora, 
| to Marapoega. 
| From San Francisco, by way of San José, Santa Clara, 
Santa Crnz, San Juan, San Antonio, San Miguel, San Luis 
Obispo, Santa Barbara, Los Angelos, to San Diego. 
IN OREGON. 
From Astoria, bv the mouth of the Cowlitz river, Ply- 
mouth, Portland, Milwankie, Oreron City, Linn Cirv, La 


i 


} 


| the mouth ofthe Umpqna river. 

From the Umpqua valley, to Sacramento City, in Cali- 
fornia. 

| From Oregon City, via Champoeg, Salem, Hamilton, 





Mr. HUBBARD offered the following amend- 
ment, which was agreed to, to come in at the end 
of Alabama, viz: 

From Tuscumbia, Franklin county, by the Court House, 
to Detroit, Marion county. 

Mr. PHELPS proposed the following amend- 
ment, which was agreed to, to come in at the end 
of Missouri, viz: 

From Georgetown to Oseola, 

From Springfield, via Yocum’s Mill, to Cape Fear. 

From Somerset, Monroe county, to Otter Creek. 


Mr. POTTER offered the following amend- 
ment, which was agreed to, to come in at the end 
of Michigan, viz: 


From Paw Paw, Van Buren county,to Black river, via 
Brush creek, 


The post routes under the head of ‘‘ Texas”’ 
being under consideration— 

Some conversation occurred between Messrs. 
GIDDINGS, POTTER, and HOWARD, in which 
Mr. G. objected to establishing any route which 
might in any way be construed to commit the 
House to the territorial claims of Texas as against 
New Mexico; Mr. HOWARD said, there was no 
route proposed in the bill that was not within the 
acknowledged jurisdiction of Texas. 

The matter was adjusted satisfactorily to all, by 
the adoption, on motion by Mr. RUMSEY, of the 
following amendment—(it being a similar amend- 
ment to that which was attached to the post-route 
bill of last year:) 


| 
Home post office, in Blount county. 
! 


Moalay’s, to Jacob Spore’s. 


| of the Cowlitz river. 
| From Portland, via Vancouver, to the valley of the Co- 
lumbia river. 

From Portland to Hillshorough, 

From Oregon City to Harrison Wright's, via Molalla. 
Forks. 
¥rom Linn City to Hillsborough. 
| From Santa Fé to Socorrn. 

From Socorro to Frontera. 
From Los Vegas to Santa Fé. 
From Santa Fé, by way of Abicin, to Taos. 


Mr. PHELPS moved an amendment to the 
amendment, providing for a route from Santa Fé 

| to Salt Lake Citv. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON inquired of the chair- 





man of the Post Office Committee, [Mr. Porrer,] || 


whether the last amendment he had proposed was 
the act of the committee? 

Mr. POTTER said, it had been reported by the 
unanimous voice of the committee. It had been 
printed in the form of'a separate bill. 


The question was then taken on the amendmeng | 


of Mr. Puetps, and it was agreed to. 
The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
Porrer, and being put, it was agreed to. 


Mr. POTTER moved the following amendment, | | 
agreed to, to come in at the end of | 


which was 
Ohio, viz: 
From Findlay, Hancock county, to New Haven. 


Falls of Saint Croix, and Pockegoma Lake, to the Falls of | 
| From Wabhashaw, by way of Wahcoota’s village, Olive | 


| From Mendota, via Little Rapids, Traverse des Sioux, and || 


Mr. POTTER proposed the following amend- |, 


Fayette, via Nathaniel Ford’s, to Neysmith’s Mills. Mary. | 
ville, John Lovd’s. Eugene F. Skinner's, Pleasant Hill, to | 


in Lima county, Camphell’s, Albany, Kirk’s Ferry, W. B. || 


From Nesqually, via the Cowlitz settlement, tothe mouth || 


From Hamilton Campbell’s to Jacob Conser’s, in Santyam | 
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From Waynesville, via Springboro’, to Franklin, in War- 
ren county. 

From Ashtabula Harbor, via Plymouth, Jefferson, and 
Denmark, to Richmond, in Ashtabula county. 

From West Jefferson, in Madison county, to Mechanics- 
burg, in Champaign county. . 

Mr. PUTNAM offered the following amend- 


ment, which was agreed to, to come in as the en- 


|| acting clause of the bill, viz: 


* Sec. 1. Beit enacted hy the Senate and Howse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That the following post roads be, and the same are 


|| hereby, established in the States and Territories, as herein- 


| after expressed, viz: In—”’ 
The bill having been read through— 
Mr. POTTER asked the unanimous consent 
that these amendments should not be journalized. 
The SPEAKER said the Chair would propound 
the question to the House, whether they would 
| give general consent or not. He would state that 
| when bills were acted upon in committee the 
| amendments were not entered upon the Journal. 
Mr. VINTON, Is not the requirement of the 
| Constitution peremptory that the oe shall keep 
a Journal of its proceedings? We can dispense 
with our own rules by general consent, but we can- 
not dispense with the Constitution. 
Mr. TOOMBS said, it was a constitutional pro- 
vision that each House should keep a record of its 
| own proceedings. The question involved in the 


|| suggestion of the ‘chairman of the Committee on 


the Post-Office and Post Roads, was, whether they 
could dispense with the Constitution. He re- 
| marked (jocularly) that he might consider that 

question hereafter, but he objected to the propoai- 
| uon to suspend the Constitution now. 

The SPEAKER said, that as objection was 
made, the House were not called upon to consider 
the question, whether by general consent snag could 

| suspend a provision of the Constitution. But the 
|, Chair might state that by acting upon bills in the 
|| House in the first instance, the Journal was much 
| encumbered by amendments of no general import- 
ance. 

Mr. EVANS said he would now offer his amend- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman’s amend- 
ment was pending, and the question would now be 
|| upon agreeing to it. 

Mr. EVANS said, the post routes being estab- 
lished for this year by the bill, he would not offer 

|| his amendment as a substitute, but as an additional 
section. He was proceeding to make a remark, 
| when— 

Mr. STRONG interposed, and (Mr. E. yield- 
ing the floor) said, not having had this matter 
brought especially to his notice, he wished to sug- 

| gest an inquiry to the gentleman from Maryland, 
'| [Mr. Evans,] who would undoubtedly be able to 
|| answer it, That inquiry was this: If all the 
routes in the country were declared to be post routes, 
| he wished to know whether it would be in tie 
power of the States, after this declaration, to va- 
| cate any of these routes? 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, again proposed his 
|| amendment, as an additional section to the bill, 
Viz: 
|). Be it further enacted, That all the roads and navigable 
rivers in the United States or the Territories thereof, now or 
hereafter to be opened, be and the same are hereby declared 
| te be post routes for the conveyance of the mails; and the 
|} Postmaster General is hereby authorized, at his discretion, 
to contract for carrying the mails from place to piace over 
|| the same, in contormity to law, whenever in his opinion the 
public good shall require the same to he +o transported, in 
| the same manner that he could if each route were herein 
specially named and not otherwise. ; 

Mr. E. repeated that there was a great body of 
public roads in the Union over which the mails 
| were not now carried, but over which the Postmas- 
|| ter General has the power to cause it to be trans- 
ported. If any gentleman, therefore, objected that 
this amendment gives to the Postmaster Genern/ 
an irresponsible power, he would reply, that that 
officer has already that power over a great major- 
ity of these roads. Should it be found to be 

productive of abuse, it would always be in the 
|| power of Congress to repeal the provision. 
Mr. VINTON inquired whether the gentleman 
'| from Maryland intended to say that the Postmuas- 
|| ter General was in the practice of dispensing with 
|, any of the roads established by law? 

r. EVANS replied that he did not mean to 
say that there were any laws passed by Congress 
which the Postmaster General did not carry into 
|| effect; but there are many roads cver which the 





From Potk, Ashland county, Ohio, throngh Albion, West Postmaster General may cause the mail to be 
Madison county, : 


Salem, Lodi, Lafayette, to Medina, 


transported if he pleases. This proposition does 
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not compel him to carry the mail over ali the roads, 
but there were numerous roads in the different 
States, the selection of which for the transportation 
of the mail would promote the public convenience. 
He had several such roads in his district. As the 
practice now is, whenever a member of Congress 
desires the selection of any particular location, he 
goes to the Postmaster General and gets a post 
office established as a special office. The contracts 
for carrying the mail in these cases, differ from 


all the ordinary mail contracts only in this provis- | 


ion, that the contractors on the new routes shall 
receive their compensation from the proceeds of 
the new offices. The Postmaster General, then, 
has already the power to transport the mail over 
any of the public roads which he may select for 
that purpose. The only difference between the 
existing practice of the department and the amend- 
ment which he now offered, consisted in this: that 
now the contractors for the transportation of the 


mail over new and special routes established by || 


the Postmaster General, are obliged to rely on the 
proceeds of the new offices for their compensation, 
while under the proposed modification, they would 
be placed on the same footing as all the other mail 
contractors. 


Mr. POTTER explained, that whenever a spe- | 


cial post office was established by the Postmaster 
General, it was the practice of the department to 


direct that the mails for such office should be con- | 


veyed by a mail messenger who was paid out of 


the proceeds of such office. There was no con- | 


tract made in such case, as is in other cases in 
which the service of mail transportation was per- 
formed. 

Mr. EVANS replied, that he deferred with great 
pleasure to the superior information of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, the chairman of the Committee 


on the Post Office and Post Roads, (Mr. Porrer,] | 


but the gentleman might rely that there always 
was a contract in such cases. The experience of 
members would justify him in the assertion. 

Mr. E. corrected a mistaken impression, which 
seemed to prevail among some gentlemen, that 
there was something in ‘his proposition inconsist- 
ent with the sovereignty of the States. 
notso. It was very well known, that the State 
authorities sometimes altered the routes by which 


the mail was transmitted within their limits. At || 
this moment there were seven thousand miles of | 
railroads constructed throughout the Union, per- | 
forating most of the States, and several thousand | 


in progress; and these, by law now existing, be- 
come post routes immediately upon completion. 
And this proposition looked to nothing further 
than an extension to the public roads of the Union 
of the law already relating to railroads. 
also included the navigable rivers in his amend- 
ment, though he believed the general law made 
them also post routes, but he preferred to make the 
matter entirely certain by inserting them. 

Nothing could be more remote from his inten- 
tion than to sanction any interference with the 
rights of the States. 
would be the effect of the amendment, he would 
instantly withdraw it. Towards the close of every 


session of Congress, much time was always con- | 


sumed in passing a post route bill, And this was 
always a pro forma business. No one asked for 
any explanation as to any route which was intro- 
duced. No one seemed desirous of any informa- 
tion on the subject. Not a question was asked. 
Not a member rose in opposition to any proposed 
route. an had he been so disposed, he could 
have inserted in this bill every road in the State of 
Maryland. And the gentleman from Ohio could 
have as easily introduced every public road in that 
State. it was never antil this moment that he 
had heard this objection on the ground of the in- 
terference of these post routes with the sovereignty 
of the States. If his proposition, which included 
the whole of the public roads, was an interference 
with the sovereign power of the States, so also 
was the present post-road bill, which converts 
about 36,500 8 into post routes, and takes 
them out of the sovereignty of the States; and 
every gentleman offering a proposition for a new 
route, submits a new encroachment on that sover- 
eignty. The county commissioners in the State 
of Maryland have been in the practice of openin 

new roads and closing old ones. And he ha 

known some of the most warm and animated con- 
tesia among gentlemen of influence in the State, 
which arose out of the action of these commission- 





It was | 


He had | 


If he could suppose that such | 
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| ers in opening and closing roads, but the question 
| of want of power had never been made. e had 
|| never heard of these disputes being carried to the 
|| highest tribunals of the State. They had always 
| been decided by the county commissioners, and 
|| had never gone up to the court of appeals. 

|| His proposition conferred no power on the Post- 
| master General, which he did not now possess. 
| If he chooses to exercise an irresponsible power, 
|| he can do it as ‘well now, as he could under that 
| proposition. If that proposition interferes with the 
|| State sovereignty, so does this peaeenen bill. The 
|| Postmaster General will be enabled, without delay, 
|| to grant some facilities to the transportation of the 
mail which he cannot do now. It is where mem- 
bers early in the session desired new offices and 
| new routes by contract well known that delays 
| have arisen in consequence of the want of an act 
declaring the route to exist, and many months 
| have been wasted to the public disadvantage, while 
waiting for the bill to be passed upon by the 
| House. By the passage of this section such incon- 
veniences would be avoided, as well as great waste 
' of public time by the House. 

| Mr. SCHENCK said, he thought the whole ar- 
| gument of the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
| Evans] proceeded upon a misapprehension. Sup- 
|| pose, said he, that Congress should, by a sweeping 
|| clause, enact that all roads and highways should 
be post routes, what would follow? The moment 
|| this was done, and the law took its place on the 
statute book, the Postmaster General must imme- 
|| diately advertise for contracts. The gentleman 
|| from Maryland had said he could do so now. It 
|| was true he could do it, but it was under special 
|| limitations. He might establish special offices, 
|| and engage messengers to carry the mail to and 
| from these special offices, upon the condition, how- 
|| ever, that the carrying of the mail should be paid 
|| for out of the receipts of the office; but this condi- 
|| tion did not apply to the gentleman’s plan. He 
| repeated, that the moment an enactment of this 
|| kind went upon the statute book, the Postmaster 
'| General must advertise for contracts, and he must 
| accept the lowest bids that were made, although 
| thev might go far beyond the receipts of the offices. 
|| Mr. EVANS (interposing, and the floor being 
| temporarily yielded) said: The gentleman says 
that the Postmaster General must advertise imme- 
diately for contracts. Now, I ask, suppose there 
are no post offices on the route, what is he going 
to advertise for? The gentleman’s statement re- 
futes itself. 

|| Mr. SCHENCK said he would not enter into 
a legal or constitutional argument with the gentle- 
| men on this point. The gentleman from Mary- 
land had declared that he would not give a legal 
opinion without a fee. He declined giving any 
fee, and would not, therefore, ask the gentleman’s 
opinion. What he intended to say was, that the | 
effect of establishing post routes was to require 
|| the Postmaster General to contract for carrying 
|| the mail over those routes, and it was his duty to 

| advertise for such contracts immediately. He 

| could not dispense with the law—he must act in 

| obedience to it. 

| The gentleman, it appeared, wanted every town- 

| ship and county road, every street and thorough- 

| fare, to be a mail route, One thing was very cer- 
| 


! 

















tain, such routes in Maryland would not pay the 
| expense. The gentleman was clearly aiming at 
|| procuring the aid of a general law to let in light 
|| throughout the by-ways of Maryland, at the ex- 
'| pense of the rest of the country. He thought the 
|, House had far better go on, in the exercise of its 
| constitutional power, and establish specific post 
|| routes where they were really needed, and then 
|| leave the Postmaster General to the exercise of his 
legitimate duties to advertise and obtain contracts 
upon as favorable terms as he could. 
_ If in order, he would ask for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON desired the gentleman 
from Ohio to withdraw his demand for the pre- 
vious question for a moment, in order to enable 

' him to make a remark. 
|| Mr.SCHENCK. Certainly, if the gentleman 
| will renew it. 
||__Mr. FEATHERSTON said he would do so. 
He had no desire, he said, to protract this discus- 
| sion; but he merely desired to say, that he was 
opposed to the amendment of the gentleman from 
| Maryland, for the reason, that it would not, ac- 


' complish the object which he supposed the gentle- 











——==——— 
man had in view. The gentleman’s obj - 
to be two-fold: first, he al to cone seeed 
_ Postmaster General power to establish i the 
as well as power to determine whether the OUles, 
should be carried on them or not, after the po 
established. So far as this object was ieee 
he was op to it. He was opposed ara 
| larging or increasing the powers to be Skee a 
by the Postmaster General. He would rather 
them diminished than increased. He — 
they were too great already. But the stieatte 
object of the amendment he supposed to be, to e 
persede the necessity of legislating on the a, 
at every session of Congress, and Passing bills c 
tablishing post routes throughout the United States, 
If this object could be accomplished, he would ee 
tainly be in favor of it; but the amendment “ 
posed by the gentleman from Maryland Would 
not accomplish it. If this amendment were adopie4 
it wouid still be necessary, at each session of Con. 
gress, to pass such a bill as the one now y 
the table. The proposition was, to make all hic), 

ways mail routes; but they would have oceasio, 
to establish mail routes for the Territories ey 
year where highways do not exist, 

For these reasons, inasmuch as the amendmen 
would not accomplish the object which the genija. 
man had in view, inasmuch as it would not super. 
sede the necessity for legislation on the subjec: x 
every session of Congress, he was opposed i i, 
And according to the promise he had given w \\, 
gentleman from Ohio, he would renew the deman 
for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and thy 
main question was ordered, being first upon agree. 
ing to the amendment of Mr. Evans, 

The amendment was again read. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. POTTER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and to lay that motion 
on the table. 

Which latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committe 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. DANIEL appealed to the gentleman from 
Virginia to yield the floor, to enable him to maxe 
a report from the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BAYLY declined to withdraw. 

Mr. CHANDLER asked the gentleman 
waive his motion for a moment, to allow him w 
ask leave to withdraw papers from the files of the 
House—the papers in the case of Joseph Nock— 
to be referred to one of the Executive Depar- 
ments. 

The SPEAKER. Leave will be granted if no 
objection is made. No objection was made. 

Mr. JONES appealed to the gentleman to waive 
his motion to allow him (Mr. J.) to offer the res- 
olution which he had asked leave to offer this 
morning, providing seats for the reporters of the 
Globe. 

Mr. BAYLY declined to yield, stating that there 
were three or four gentlemen who desired to offer 

| resolutions, and if he withdrew for one he must 
for others. 

The motion of Mr. Bayxy was put and agreed 
to—ayes 89, noes 45. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Burr in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill making ap iations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Governmen|, 
for the year ending 30th June, 1851. 

The CHAIRMAN stated, that when the com- 
mittee were last in session they had gone through 
the bill and disposed of all the amendments 0! 
fered. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise and 
report the bill. F 

The question was taken, and decided in the af 
firmative. 

The committee accordingly rose and reported 
the bill and amendments to a House. . 

And the question being first on agreeing to the 
amendments , and then upon the engross- 
ment of the i 5 
Mr. BAYLY obtained the floor, and said: — 
Mr. Spsaxzr: I propose to call the previous 
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| respectfully ask the attention of the Ho 


ip this House and elsewhere, of the large amount 
of appropriations 
ays & : * 
odium upon us in consequence. The bill 
\ oehich oo ae now about to vote, has been 
complained of especially as extravagant; and the 
jempt has been made to hold the Committee of 
Ways and Means responsible for it. On one or | 
pwo occasions I have pointed out, in general terms, | 
the injustice of these complaints. But as they are 
sui continued, and as I know there are some here 
who mean to vote against the bill, upon the alleged 
round of the extravagance of the appropriations 
contained in it, | desire to go into more detail than 
| have heretofore done, and to show io the House 
snd the country precisely where the increase has 
uken place, and what has made it necessary. 
For this purpose I shal! take, as the basis of 
comparison, the civil and diplomatic appropria- || 
tion bill approved on the 10th of August, 1846, 
making appropriations for the year ending the 
qo day of June, 1847. I take that bill because 
it was one passed the first session of a Con- | 
gress, under a new Administration, and in that | 
regpect it ia analogous to this, and because the 
Committee of Ways and Means was then pre- 
sided over by General McKay, a gentleman noted 
forhiseconomy. That act appropriated $4,151,866. 
‘The vill of this year, as reported by myself, pro- 
osed to appropriate $9,709,732. Since then, I 
om stricken from the bill the item of $3,360,000 
for the payment of the instalment and interest of 
our debt to Mexico. But as most of the com- 
plaints were made of the amount of the bill before 
that was done, I prefer to leave it in for the pur- 
pose of the comparison | propose to draw. Since 
the session of Congress of 1845-46, many new | 
objects of appropriations have been created by | 
law, which the Committee of Ways and Means | 











reported by the Committee of || or i 
nd Means, and an attempt has been made || $44,570, the appropriation for the office of Com- 





bad no right to disregard, and which, I beg to | 
add, this House even, which is but one branch of 
Congress, cannot, with propriety, disregard. If 


| 


| of $201,000 is made up in part, and in the largest 


westion when I conclude. But before { do that, || ¢3,040,006. This bill appropriates for the com- 
D fora || pletion and furnishing of the marine h 
« moments. Constant complaint has been made | the western waters, the erection of which have 


been directed by laws of Congress passed since 
308. To all this must be added 


missioner of Customs, and $201,097 for the De- 
partment of the Interior, both of which were cre- 


ated by an act of Congress. 


Mr. SWEETSER said, that inasmuch as the 


gentleman from Virginia had announced his in- 


tention to move the previous question at the con- 
clusion of his remarks, he desired permission first 
to call his attention to one point. The gentleman 
had spoken of the expenses of the Department of 
the Interior as being a new and additional charge 
upon the Government, to be appropriated for over 
and above the appropriations of the session of 


| °45~"46, to which he had referred. He would 


ask the gentleman if that department was not in 
fact formed by the transfer of certain bureaus, for 


which appropriations had always heretofore been || 


made? It would doubtless be recollected, that 
when that department was proposed to be created, 





| 
| 
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pended. The House was aware of this, and hence 
we have a standing Committee upon Public Expen- 
ditures, whose duty it is “to examine into the state 
of the several public departments, and particularly 
into the laws making appropriations of mone 
and report whether the moneys have been distrib 
uted conformably with such jaws,’’ &e. And we 
also have separate committees woon the expendi- 
tures in each of the departments. Now, sir, it 
was the duty of these committees to exam- 
ine into this subject, and ascertain if there had 
been any unnecessary and improper increase of ex- 
== But | am free to confess that I do not 
lieve that these committees could accomplish 
much in this respect; for the expenditures in those 
departments at last depends upon the heads of 
them. Proper economy in them can only be en- 
forced by them. The duty in this regard is prop- 
erly an administrative one; and the committees of 
Congress can do but little in respect to it. Let the 
responsibility, therefore, rest where it belongs. 
For the Mints, there is an inerease of appropria- 
tion to the amount of $52,277. The greatly avg- 
mented amount of business done at them, making 


it was stated, by authority, that there would be || necessary the employment of additional labor and 
very little additional expense incurred; in fact, no || the erection of new machinery consequent upon 
other expense than the salary of the Secretary and || the influx of California gold, is the cause of it. 


that of his chief clerk. 


The appropriations for our Territories this year 


Mr. BAYLY. We had up and discussed that | are $17,250 larger than in 46. But they are made 
| indispensable by existing laws, which were made 


whole matter when the deficiency bill was before 
the House. It is true it was said that before the 


unavoidable by our distance from them, and the con- 


law was passed, the creation of the Department of || dition of things existing inthem. The appropria- 


the Interior would entail but a emall additional 
charge upon the Treasury. But it has turned out 


differently, as I predicted at the time it would. Itis 
true, as the gentleman states, that the law estab- 
lishing the Department of the Interior provided 
|| for the transfer from the other departments of the 
| force engaged upon it, with the business trans- 
ferred. But does not the gentleman recollect, that 
when the deficiency bill was before this House, it 
sanctioned, against my wishes, the employment of 


other force in the office of the Secretary of the In- 
terior beyond that transferred to it? But the sum 


the laws be wrong, we can repeal them. But || part, of appropriations for the bureaus transferred 


until that is done, in my humble opinion, this 


from the other departments to that of the Interior; 


House cannot refuse the appropriations made in- || and but for that transfer the increase of appropria- 


dispensable by them. Those objects are, in part, 
as follows: For salaries and commissions of re- 
gisters of land offices and receivers of public mon- 
eys, $128,070. For expenses of depositirg public 
moneys by receivers of public money, $17,715. 
For incidental expenses of several land offices, 
$25,050. These appropriations it became neces- 
sary to make in consequence of the act of 3d of 
March, 1849. Prior to that act, all of these ex- 
penses were paid out of the proceeds of the lands 
sold before they came into the Treasury. But 
that law requires that the gross receipts shall be 
brought into the Treasury, and the expenses be 
appropriated. These are new objects of appro- 
priations, bat not of expenditure. For salaries of 
assistant treasurers, $11,500. Additional salaries 
of the treasurers of the Mints at Philadelphia and 
New Orleans, $2,500, For the salaries of ten clerks 
to assistant treasurers, $9,000. For salary of chief 
clerk to assistant treasurer of New York, $1,500. 
For contingent expenses under the act providing 
for the safe-keeping and transfer of the public rev- 
enue, $16,500. For compensation of special 
agents to examine the books and accounts of de- 
positories of public moneys, $5,000. All of these 
appropriations were made necessary by the sub- 
reasury law, as it is familiarly called, that passed 
at the same time the civil and diplomatic bill of 
45 and °46 did, and which did not contain them. 
For salary of examiners of drugs, (an office lately 
created by law,) $7,000. Then there is an appro- 
priation in this bill of $110,000 for the erection of 
the Patent Office building, which was directed by 
4 law of the last Congress; and also $150,000 for 
running the boundary line between the United 
States and Mexico, required by our treaty with 
that Republic. In addition to this, the bill con- 
tains an appropriation of $1,116,000 for defraying 
the expense of taking the census, which oceurs 
but once in ten years. But the principal item is 
the one for the payment of the instalments to 
Mexico, and which amounts to $3,360,000. The 
bill, however, of 1645~-'46 contained an appropri- 
ation of $320,000 for the payment of Mexican 
inde » which, to make the comparison fair, 
ought tobe deducted. The item would ther be 


| Means is, with the most responsible 


tions for the other departments, which even now 
exists, as I shall directly show, would be much 
larger than they are. But for this the Committee 
of Ways and Means are not responsible. I have 
restated, in almost every instance, those laws which 
have madefthis increase of expenditure necessary. 
These appropriations to new objects amount to 
$5,169,810. 

I turn now to the old objects of appropriation, 
to show where the increase has taken place, and 
that the Committee of Ways and Means are not 
responsible for it. They areas follows: 

There is an increase in the appropriation for 
Congress over that made in 1845-46 of $16,568. 
This has been made necessary,in part, in conse- 

uence of the admission of two new States and 
the organization of two additional Territories. 
Since 1846 lowa and Wisconsin have been ad- 


| 





! 


} 


| tions forthe Judiciary are $126,337 larger than they 
| were in 1846. Over these appropriations the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means had no control. Nearly 
| every item in them is fixed by law. They consist, 
| to alone extent, of salaries of judges and other 
| officers fixed by law, and allowances also fixed by 
| law. “The Committee of Ways and Means could 
| not disregard these laws; nor wes it our duty to re- 
vise and remodel them. Charged as that commit- 
| tee is with all the multifariousand ramified moneyed 
| operations of this great nation we have no time to 
bestow upon anything else. My investigations 


|| have satisfied me that there ia no department of 


| the Government in which greater and more bene- 
| ficial reforms could be introduced than in the judi- 
| cial. And I felt it my doty to eall the attention of 
| the Committee on the Judicary to it; and the House 
| will recollect that | did so some time since on this 
| floor. And I was happy on that occasion to find, 
that what I said was concurred in by my colleague 
of the Ways end Means from Ohio, (Mr. Vinton. ] 
|The appropriation for the survey of the public 
| lands this year is $156,502 more than it was in 
| 1846. This appropriation was pressed upon us 
| by the Administration, by whom it was repre- 
| sented as demanded by a regard for the public in- 
terest, and also by a number of gentlemen from the 








Western States. Besides, whole Territories have 
been brought under our land laws since 1846. If we 
| had reduced it, every one knows we would not be 
| sustained by this House; on the contrary, as large 
as the appropriation proposed was, this House 
| has increased it. by amendments, and in truth the 
amount of appropriation on this head is a matter 


mitted into the Union with four Senators and four || of very little real consequence. All of our lands, 
Members. Itis true they then had two Delegates, | sooner or later, must be surveyed, and it is merely 
but since then we have organized two other Ter- \ a matter of time when it shall be done. 


ritories, Minnesota and Oregon, whose Delegates 
ose 


are further off and receive more mileage than 


of lowaand Wisconsin did, In the appropriation 


| In the expense of our intereourse with fereign 
nations there has been an increase of $66,600. 
This has grown principally out of the greater 





for the Law Library there is an increase of $1,000. || number and higher grade of ministers, and the 
This increase was made upon the application of 


the Supreme Court. The former appropriation 
was found to be insufficient to supply the library 
In the State Department 
the increase is $14,645. In the Treasury, $20,241. 
In the War, $40,710. This item consists princi- 
pally of the appropriation for the rent of a fire- 


with necessary books. 


proof building which has been erected for fhe ac- 


commodation of the public offices since 1845-"6. 
In the Navy Department, the increase is $4,955. 
Now, in reference to these last four items, the 
same remarks apply. The increase is owing, in 


rt, to increase in the number of clerks authorised 
y Congress; but principally to the increase in 


their contingent expenses. Over these 


the com- 


mittee can exercise no control; the amount of them 


depends u 


ments. as th 


n the economy observed in the depart- 
Thais of Ways and 
and laborious 


duties, it is impossible we can scrutinize minutely 
the fonnnay in. hide their contingent funds are ex- 


at changes in them. But the Committee 
of Ways and Means are not responsible for this, 
There is an increase of appropriation of $16,000 
to defray expenses incident to our loans, made 
necessary by our increase of debt There is an 
increase of appropriation for the erection of cus- 
tom-houses, even before the adoptionof the amend- 
ments offered in the Committee of the Whole, of 
$195,000. But none of these were for new ob- 
| jects. All of them had been provided for by iaws 
of former Congresses, and our appropriations are 
to complete what has already been begun. For 
the Coast Survey there is an increase of appropri- 
ation of $105,000; and we were urged very earn- 
estly to augment even this, and it was owing to 
oursexertions it was not done. I suggested on 
this floor how nearly the whole of this appropria- 
tion could be saved, viz: by the employment of 
the army and navy, to whom it properly belongs, 
to make the . But it is the duty of the 
Committee on Mili and Naval ire to 
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organize the system, and not of Ways and Means. || have the honor to preside, I will not detain the 


The increase of appropriations for light-houses, || House longer. 


erected since 1846, is $125,041. The increase of ap- 
propriaiion for books ordered by Congress, $2,855. 

From these items of mcreased expenditure are 
to be dedueted a decrease of appropriation for sur- 
veyors general and their clerks of $16,540. And 
also the sum of $167,070 for the Post Office De- 
partment, which was contained in the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill of 1846, and which 
we transferred to the post office bill. Deduct 
these two sums, and the increase, under the dif- 
ferent heads | have mentioned, is $787,405. Now 


I have already shown, as | have gove along, all of 


these additional appropriations were required by 
laws of Congress, which the Committee of Ways 
and Means could not disregard, and against nearly 
every one of which that has been passed since | 
have been in Congress, | not only voted, but active- 
ly opposed; and sv did the a of ithe Commit- 
tee of Ways und Means. And have urged upon 
ihe proper committees, and on the House, to modi- 
fy and reforrmmost of the others, And yet, weare 
complained of by some who have voted for many of 


these laws, for our appropriations required by || 


them. Gertlemen seem to misunderstand the du- 
tics of the Committee of Ways and Means. They 
seem to regard us as charged with the whole duty 
of legislauon. God knows, our duties are oner- 
ous and responsible enough, bat they do not ex- 
tend that far. ‘The ude of our committee precisely 
defines its duties. At is the Committee of Ways 
and Means. Our duty is to provide the ways and 
means of carrying into effect existing laws. We 
can originate no bills except appropriation. bills 
and bills to raise money, or bille relating to these 
objects. Laws of a different character from these 
must originate with other committees, — . 

There has been added to the bill, since we re- 
ported it, by amendments made here, appropria- 
tions to the amount of $522,005.. There have 
been stricken from it appropriations amounting to 
&30,332; of which $12,207 was. stricken from it 
on my motion. Amountadded beyond the amount 
stricken out, $491,673. And there was added, of 
the $522,005, $198,241 upon motons originating 
with the Committee of Ways and Means, which 
were required by existing laws; and the balance 
was added by the House in opposition to us, and, 
to a large extent, by the votes of those who are 
complaining of our extravagance. 

To recapitulate, The bill, as reported by us, 
amounted to $9,709,732; To this add the sums 
in the amendmenis recommended by the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means, after deducting those 
made of their motion, (viz., $186,034,) and it 
makes our bill, as we would have had it, amount to 
$9,895,766. ‘Theact of 1846 appropriated $4,151,- 
371. Difference 95,744,795. But new objects of 
appropriation provided for in our bill amount to 
$5,169,810; and the increase for old objects, made 
necessary by lawy and over which, as | have 
shown, we had no control, amount to $787,405. 
Exciuding these, and our bill is below the act of 
1346 9210,420, which, | am sure, would cover all 
the iteme pat in the act of 1846 against the wishes 
of the Cormmittee of Ways and Means of that 
year; for it is known that General McKay had 
great influence with that Congress, and that it was 
very hard to getan appropriation inserted in one 
of his bilis against his opposition. There has 
been added to this bill beyond the reductions made, 
by the Committee of the Whole against the wishes 
of the Commitiee of Ways and Means, $293,432. 
But we have a Whig Administration, and no ma- 
jority here to sustain us; and I do not enjoy the 
confidence of the House to the extent General 
McKay did. it is true, im this estimate | have 
made no allowance for amendments to be put on 
in the Senatey but we have put nearly everything 
which ought to'be in it, and | do not anticipate 
many amendments in that body. Besides, | have 
been epenking of the bill as it comes from the 
Comancee of the Whole, without making any de- 
ductions for amendments made by that committee 
which the House may reject; and I cannot but 
hope that many of them will be rejected by the 
House. [Uf thie shall be the case, there will be a 
large margin for amendments in the Senate. | have 
thus shown, Mr, Speaker, that those complaints 


which have been so industriously made of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, have been made 


by those who were utterly ignorant of the facts. 
tiaving vindicated the committee over which | 
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The question was taken, and the vote stood, 
ayes 97, noes 35. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken, which main question was, first, on agreeing 
to the amendments adopted in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and then on or- 
dering the bill to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must insist on 
order being preserved whilst the amendments are 
acted upon. . They will be read by the Clerk. If 
any gentleman requires a separate vote on any 
amendment, he must give notice of it; and the 
Chair asks gentlemen to see at the desk that a 


|| memorandum is made of the notice, so that there 


may be no mistakes. 

The Clerk then read the amendments, and mem- 
bers designated those upon which they desired a 
separate vote. 

In the course of the reading— 

Mr. HARALSON made a point of order, which 
was as follows: 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had reported to the 
House, among other things, e provision in rela- 
tion to certain rooms in the City Hall of Utica, 
The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Haraxson] 
stated that in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (and the recollection of the Chair 
concurred with the gentleman’s statement,) the 
committee amended this provision by adding 
another relating to the court-house at Marietta, in 
the State of Georgia. Afterwards the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union struck out 
the whole section; and, as a matter.of course, the 
amendments made in committee were lost, and the 
only amendment reported to the House was that 
striking out the section. The Chair rules that the 
amendment referred to by the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Haravson] was not reported from 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to the House, and that the House has no 
knowledge or information concerning them. 

Mr. HARALSON was about to make a sug- 


| gestion to the Chair on the point of order, when 


he was interrupted. 
Some. conversation followed between Messrs. 


HARALSON, HILLIARD, VINTON, and the 


|| Speaker, 


The amendments of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, upon which 
separate votes were not asked, were concurred in. 

The following amendment of the committee, 
upon which Mr. Hatt had asked a separate vote, 
was concurred in withouta division, viz; 

“ For carrying into effect the international exchanges of 
books authorized by the act of the 30th June, 1848, entitled 
* An act to regulate the exchanges of certain documents and 
other publications of Congress,’ $2,000.” 

The foilowing amendment of the committee 
upon which Mr. Meape had asked a separate 
vote, was read, viz: 

* To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
furnish and deliver to each of the Members and Delegates of 
that House of the present Congress, who have not already 
received them, such books as have been furnished to the 
Members of the 28th, 29th, and 30th Congresses, including 
to all Members and Delegates of the present House the res- 
idue of the 8&th volume of the Statutes of the United States, 
already published, the 9th volume of that work, and the in- 
dex ; also the collected opinions of the Attorneys General of 
the United States, published under the direction of H. D. 
Gilpin, Esq., late Attorney General, and the Finance Re- 
ports which have bee prepared in obedience to the act. of 
Congress of May 10, 1800—$30,000: Provided, That this 
shall’not authorize the reprinting of any of said books; and 
the Clerk stall, before said books are delivered to the Mem- 
bers entitled to receive them, cause each copy to be marked 
Or stamped in some ineffaceable manner on the cover and 
tile page with the name of the Member receiving the same: 
“ind provided, further, That no work thus authorized to he 
furnished shall be obtained or delivered by the Clerk unless 
he shall be able to procure a sufficient number of copies 
thereof to furnish a complete set to each Member and Del- 
egate entitled thereto.” 


The question being on concurring with the com- 


tee— 
Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. BURT asked that the fortieth rule of the 
House might be read. 

The rule was read {in part) by the Clerk, as 
foliows: 

“No member shall vote on any question in the result of 
which he is immediately and particularly interested, or in 
any case where he was not within the bar of the House 
when the question was put.” 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, suggested that 





the Speaker should designate the mem 
were entitled to vote. mae who 

The SPEAKER. It is not the duty of th 
Chair to designate the members who are to y,." 
or are not to vote, on this or any other Gestion ’ 

Mr. CHANDLER. Does the rule preclude \; 
privilege of members voting on the question ; 
their per diem arid mileage ? o 

Mr. TOOMBS made a remark, or suggestin 
of which nothing was heard. " 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested that the amendmen, 
contained an appropriation for the eighth Volume 
of the Statutes of the United States, and tn” 
three other volumes, to each of the members 
eluding old as well as new. He would remj 
old members who made the objection, that 
new members were excluded from voting, 
members also would be excluded; and thus 
could vote at all, for all were interested, 

Mr. MEADE said he should ask leave to Vote 
on the proposition in order that he might yo, 
against his own interest. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair knows no ru}, 
the House by which a gentleman can ask for py, 
mission to vote. The act of voting is a duty im. 
posed on the member, not a mere privilege ae 
corded to him. The rule prescribes that a Member 
may ask to be excused from voting, but the (hai, 
is aware of no rule by which a member cay ay 
permission to vote, nd such a motion can only 
be put by unanimous consent. 

Messrs. WENTWORTH and ASHE row 
put inquiries to the Chair; but 

The SPEAKER said that al! these inquiries 
were out of order. 

The question was then taken, and the amend. 
ment was concurred in—yeas 98, nays 77; as (0). 
low: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Ashe, Asp. 
mun, Bennett, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Breck, Briggs, A. ¢, 
Brown, Burrows, Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Dimmick, Dis 
ney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Eliot, Fowler, Preed 
ley, Faller, Gentry, Giddings, Gould, Green, Hall, Halo. 
way, Hampton, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hoazland, Hoimes, 
Howe, William T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, John A, 
King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mano, 
Matteson, McKisseck, Robert M. McLane, F. E. McLean, 
Meacham, Moore, Morse, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, (iis, 
Peasiee, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reynolds, Root, Ross, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhon, 
Sehoolcraft, Silvester, Spaulding, F. P. Stanton, R. 4. 
Stanton, Strong, Taylor, J. B. Thompson, Thurman, U»- 
derbill, Van Dyke, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, Whitte- 
sev, Wilson, Wood, and Young—98. 

NAY S—Messrs. Albertson, Bayly, Bingham, Bowie, W. 
J. Brown, Burt,’ Joseph Cable, G. A. Caldwell. J. P. Cai 
well, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, 
Daniel, Deberry, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Nathan 
Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Gerry, Gott, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hilliard, Houston, Hubbard; Hunter, Inge, Joseph W. Jack- 
son, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, Preston King, Me- 
Dowell, MceGanghey, McQueen, Meade, Millson, More- 
head, Morris, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Peck, 
Phelps, Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Rockwell, 
Savage, Seddon, Shepperd, Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Well- 
born, White, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, and’ Wooi- 
ward—77. 

The following amendment, upon which Mr. 
Evans, of Ohio, asked a separate vote, was cov- 
curred in, viz: 

For compensation of su or general of Arkansas, per 
act of &h of August, 1846, $2,000. 

The following amendment, upon which Mr. 
Carrrer asked a separate vote, was read, viz: 

For outfit of chargé d’affaires to Portugal, New Granada, 
Guatemala, and Ecuador, $18,000. 

For salary and outtit of chargé d’affaires to Nicaragua. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said the last paragraph 
of the above was a rate amendment, and 
should not be involved in the motion of the ger- 
tleman from Tennessee. for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES remarked that he intended that the 


» in. 
nd the 
If the 
the olf 
NO one 


—— for the yeas and nays should apply to the 


WwW . 
Mr. McCLERNAND ealled for a division. 
The CHAIR said the question was divisible. 
The question was then taken on the first branch 
of the amendment, and it was concurred in—yess 
105, nays 79; as follow: 
YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Andrews, 
Ashmu Rohit Bayly, Bennett, Bokee Bowdon, Bowie, 


Breck . J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, Temas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Calvin, Campbell, 


Casey, Chandler, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Dixon, 
Bou, ee open iy Anne sa oa 
Gould, Frog Sons ton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 

, Ai Houston, Howe, Han 
ter, L. , Kerr, George G. King, James ©. 
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-» Jonn A. King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
Bcvornnnd, McDowell, McGaughey, McKissock, Meach- 
ang Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, 
ire, Otis, Oudaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Rey- 
Oe “Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scher- 
fharn, Sehooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 
eee eae, Stanly, Frederick P. Staunton, Richard H. Stan- 
a= yior, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van 
aa Vinton, Watkins, Wellborn, White, Williams, and 


Ww jl<ar—! 05. 


polds, 


NAYS—Mesers. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, 
pingham. Bissell, Booth, Bowlin, Burt, Joseph Cable, Cart. 
or, W. RW. Cobb, Daniel Deberry, Dimmick, Disney, 
Danhitn, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Gerry, 
Green, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, I. G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hubbard, Thee, 
Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
jones. Julian, Preston King, La Sere, Leffler, Littlefield, 
job Mann, Mason, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Finis 
f MeLean, Millson, Morris, Morse, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, 
peck. Phelps, Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, 
sawtelle, Seddon, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, 
James Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, and 
Young—/9- 

Mr. BAYLY inquired of the Speaker, if a mo- 
tion was made to reconsider the last vote, and the 
question was not taken this evening, whether the 


question would be the first thing in order to-mor- 


ow? 
, The SPEAKER replied, that it would be recol- 
jected that he had always so decided. 

Mr. BAYLY. Then I move a reconsideration 
of the vote, and move that the House now adjourn. 
He, however, waived the motion at the sugges- 


tion of. 

Mr. PRESTON KING, to whom, by unanimous 
consent, leave was granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House, of the paperan the case of 
Lawrence Lawyer, for the purpose of reference in 
the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, by unani- 
mous consent, leave was granted for the withdrawal 
from the files of the House of the papers in the case 
John Julian, for the purpose of reference to one of 
the executive departments. 

On motion by Mr, HOWE, by unanimous con- 
sent, leave was granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the papers in the case of 
William Roberts, for the purpose of reference to 
one of the executive departments. 

On motion by Mr. WALDEN, by unanimous 
consent, leave was granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the papers in the case of 
Ursula E, Cobb, for the purpose of reference to 
one of the executive departments. 

On motion by Mr, THOMAS, by unanimous 
consent, leave was granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of Wat- 
son, Chabot & Co., for the purpose of reference to 
one of the executive departments. 

_ Mr. BAYLY further waived his motion to ad- 
journ, to 

Mr. JONES, who asked that the rules be sus- 
pended to. enable him to offer the following reso- 
lution, viz: 

Resolved, That the Speaker of this House cause to he pro- 
enred and placed in the front of the Clerk’s desk, two suit- 


able seats for the use of the Congressional Globe reporters, 
aoe for the same.out of the contingent fund of the 
Ouse, 


The question was put, and the rules were sus- 
pended, 

The question now being on the adoption of the 
resolution— 

Mr. WOODWARD suggested the propriety of 
80 modifying the resolution as to strike out the 
words “ Congressional Globe reporters,” and to 
insert “ the reporters of the: House.” 

Mr. JONES moved the previous question. 

Mr. VINTON moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. Pending action on the above, 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, moved that. the 
House adjourn; which motion, on a count by tel- 
lers, oe carried in the affirmative—ayes 96, 
noes 42. 

Mr. DOTY demanded the yeas and nays. They 
were not ordered. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow. 

rs 
PETITIONS, &e. , 

The following petitiens, memorials, &c., were 
presenied under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of John R. Triplett > 


Sons and many others, merchants and manufacturers 
Richmond, Virginia, and its vicinity, praying the imposition 
of specific duties on coal aud iron, of such other remedial 

a8 may save the coal and iron interests from the 


or tee 
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By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of Charles M. Watson Mr. JONES, "I desire to submit certain papers 


to be impending from the eparstion of the set | 
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and 250 others, citizens of Clinton and Essex counties, New | 4.4 documents in relation to the claim of Mrs. 


Ket ra ier Sronsetnas. Stdamen eaiey bad Hooe, which I wish may have the same reference 
| with the resolution just adopted, 


impose specific duties. ' 
By Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia: The memorial of the The documents were referred accordingly. 
THE PATENT LAWS. 


Georgia Exporting Company, azine = —_ eee 
| On the motion of Mr. TURNEY, the bill to 


in the establishment of a line 
nah and pa a met the — &e. Cee 
By Mr. K ° ew Jersey: ‘Ten mem rom citi- “e f 
goat an New re ~ Toi i Ms for cape toate = t] Meni at ane” vant aan eneat wath deecnactel 
oO of steamers e-preservers 
foe n sufficient number. mt order for Wednesday next, at twelve o'clock. 
lial i REFUNDING DUTIES. 

The following is the, resolution offered by Mr. ||’ Mr. DAVIS, of Missisei pi. task the consent 
Sweerser a few days ago, which was ruled out of |! of the Senate to take up bill 261, which is a bill 
order: | for the relief of the * West Feliciana railroad com- 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested nv.” 


to communicate to this Honse the amount of money paid ‘ er : 
Feanilaentiveldions > neetunaminndiin alain coat | There being no objection, the - was race 
ealted the Galphin claim; and also the several sums, ifnny, || considered by the Senate as in Committee of the 
paid out of the ‘Treasury as interest upon other claims, || Whole. 

under the opinions of the Attorney General since the 4th || My DAVIS. This bill was reported by the 


~aeeeean That the Committee of Ways and Means be || Committee on Finance. It includes two classes wf 


instructed toinquire into the expediency of suspending the |, railroad iron, A portion of it was lost in a steam- 
payment of interest upon claims, the principal of which has || boat, as stated in the bill, and the other portion 
been heretofore paid, aed upon aj! other claims not specially || was laid down within a very short period of the 
provided for, unti! Congress shall otherwise provide by law. || itine required by law that it should be laid down, 
| in order to entitle the importers to the drawback. 
IN SENATE, |The reason why it was net all laid down within 
Monpay, August 26, 1850. | the time limited, was on account of the opposition 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | of one of the persons throagh whose place the 
Senate a communieation from the Secretary of the || road was to pass. The whole operations were 
Interior, made in compliance with a resolution of || conducted in good faith, in manifestation of which 
the Senate of the 23d ultimo, calling for ‘‘ all the | ‘they paid the duty on the iron without objection. 
‘information in the department relative to the || Mr. DICKINSON. This bill had entirely es- 
‘condition of the swamp lands of Louisiana, with caped from my mind; and now that it is called up 
‘ copies of any reports that may have been recently || by the Senator from Mississippi, | will state thar 
‘ made on the subject,’’ envering a communication || the Committee on Finance have no doubt that this 
from the General, Land Office containing all the || case comes within the spirit of the law in regard 
required information, to the refunding duties on railroad iron. I hope 
On motion by Mr. DOWNS, the bill will pass. 
Ordered, That the communication lie on the table and be There being no amendment, the bill was reported 
printed. to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, third reading. 
Mr. BERRIEN submitted additional documents | THE FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL. 
end evidence jin, relation to the claim of ©..M- || The bill to provide for the more effectual execu- 
Hitchcock, executor of R.S. Hunter, deceased, |) tion of the third clause of the second section of the 
which, with the memorial and documents on the | frurth article of the Constitation of the United 
files of the Senate, were referred to the Committee || Siates came up on its third reading, and having 
on Indian Affairs, .\ 2|| been read.a third time, the question was upon its 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a memorial of | . 
citizens of Washington, in the District.of Colum- || Me DICKINSON. Mr. President, having con- 
bia, asking that. the judicial system of the same || sented not to vote on this bill, to enable my col- 
may be reorganized; which was referred to the | league, who is opposed to ‘it, to be absent a few 
Committeeon the Jndiciary. : || days to recover his health, I deem it proper to 
He also submitted documents relating to the | Sat ing it 
: : . d | state my opinions concerning It. 
claim of Rhoda Frisbee, widow of a revolutionary | Phe act of 1793, providing for the restoration of 
soldier, asking a pension; which was referred to || fugitive slaves under the Constitution, would, in 
the Committee on. Penmiona, my judgment, have answered the purposes for 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | which it was designed, if it had been fairly econ- 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- || strued and faithfully executed. And, although 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the subject of || we may obviate some defects which experience 
the claim upon'the United States:by a portion of || has detected, and add to its force by prescribing 
the followers and friends of the late General McIn- penalties for resisting its mandates, yet, as the 
tosh, of the Creek tribe’ of Indians, submitted a || whole difficulty has rested in a neglect to comply 
report in writing, which was ordered to be printed, || with a plain provision of the Constitution, the 
recommending an anpropriation of $39,901 67 as || remedy will be sooner found, if sought, in cultiva- 
the balance in full of all demands under the ninth || ting a sound state of public feeling and constitu- 
article of the treaty of 1826. tional obligation, among the people of the free 
Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Public || States, by Executive recommendations and State 
Lands, to which was referred House bill No. 244, || legislation, than in multiplying pel enactments 
being the bill granting bounty land to certain offi- || by Congress. The passage of a bill with suitable 
cers and soldiers who have been engaged in the || provisions will do much good, but its discussion 
military service of the United States, reported || here, going out as it will to the people of the 
back the same with sundry amendments, which || States, will do much more; for it will turn public 
were ordered to be printed; and the bill was made |! attention back from the contemplation of a epn- 
the special order for to-morrow at twelve o’clock. || rious philanthropy, and more spuriows morality, 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. to the allegiance which all owe and all good citi- 
Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution, || zens acknowledge to the Constitution and laws of 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and their country. 
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to: | In entering into a common compect, the several 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- || States of the Union solemnly covenanted with 

‘ : | each other to restore fugitives from justice and 

from service, and these provisions are too plainly 

written in the Constitution to be mistaken or dis- 
regarded with impunity. 

| "Phe Constitation, article fourth, second subd i- 

vision of the second section, relating to fugitives 

from justice, is as follows: : 
‘“ le with treason, felony, or 
shi Gao eee mad noe yoalee wad be eek in 


another State, shall, on demand of the Execntive authority 
of the State from which he. fled, be delivered up, to be te- 


Jae moved to the State having jurisdiction of the crime.” 
ie ezice, 28 eae ee eee ae The third subdivision of the same section, r/la- 
December, 1847, while he was in command-at Baton Ronge, || . * "® SUNS. era foll 
generally belie resu't occa- || ting te tives from service, is as follows: 
fort we , “No een held to service or labor in one State, unde 


Sanne Seay ef Laneouny ‘Sowa, for the loss of a horse 
stolen from him by Indians , Iowa, whilst snaemtion a dis- 
trict of surveying of the public lands. : 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 

d, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to examine and report on the propriety of allowing a pen- 
sion to Emilie Hone, of Prairie du Chien, widow of Brevet 
Major Alexander Seymour Hooe, in consideration 
tire loss of his right erg x ftnbemmapetee shot in_ the battle of 
“Resaca de la Palma, at 


olen 
sioned by the effect of that wound. 
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the laws thereof, escaping into another, shali, in conse- 
gueace ofany law or regulation therein, be discharged from 
euch service or labor, but shall he delivered 
the pariy to whom #ach service or labor may be due.” 





} 
i 
| 
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| a Opinions so conflicting, and which so deeply pervaded 
the elements of society, could be brought to a reconciled 


up on claim Of || action only by an exercise of exalted patriotiem. 


“ Fortunately forthe country, this patriotism was not 


In both cases the fugitive is to be * delivered || wanting in the Convention and in the States. The danger 


up,” summarily, upon proper evidence; and in 
neither case, nor in one more than the other, is he 
to be pat upon trial in the State to which he has 


| 
i 


of discord. and ruin was seen, and felt, and acknowledged ; 
and this ledto the formation of the Confederacy. The Con- 
stitution, a* it is, cannot be said to have emboried in all its 
parts the peculiar. views of any great section of the Union ; 


fied, nor can Congress do more than to provide || but was adopted by a wise and far-reaching conviction that 


that he-shall be ‘delivered up.’? The theory of 
the compact is, that the fugitive will be justly 
dealt with in the jurisdiction to which he is re- 
turned, 
and { have yet to learn that the practice is other- 
wise. And if we may distrust heir sense of jus- 
tice on the one hand, and therefore violate the 
Constitation, they may with far greater propriety 
distrust ours on the other; and thus, having the 
sanction of that instrument, for a jast and neces- 
sary provision of the fundamental law a system 
of conflict and violence will be substituted. 

The grievance upon the subject of fugitive 
slaves willbe redreesed whenever the masses of 
the people in the free States are aroused to the 


abuses which have been practiced in their name, | 


under the garb of benevolence and superior sanc- 
tity; and, to the end thatit may be seen how the 
question has been viewed by courts and judges of 
the highest character in the free States,.and what 
sre our constitutional obligations, I shall append 
to these remarks brief extracts from the opinions 
of Chancellor Walworth and Justices Nelson, 
McLean, and Story, upon the subject. 

In the supreme court of New York, in the 


matter of Jack, a colored man, charged as a fugi- | 
tive, Mr. Justice Nelson, then a justice of that || 


court, in speaking of the clause of the Constitu- 
tion requiring the restoration of fugitives, said: 
«Tt is peremptory and unqualified that he ‘shall be deliv- 
ered up upon the claim of the party to whom such service 
or Inher may be due.’ 
“The right of the owner to reclaim the fugitive in the 


State to which he has fled has been yielded to him by the | 


States. Without this provision, it would have been compe- 
tent for them to have wholly denied such claim, or to have 
qualified it at discretion. 

‘All thie power they have parted with, and the owner 
now has not only an unqualified right to the possession, but 
he has the guaranty of the Constitution in respect to it.” 


In the same matter, in the court for the correc- 
tion of errors, Chancellor Walworth says: 


« Independent, however, of any legislation on the sub- | as admiralty judge of a prize court, rendered ne- 


ject, either by the individual States or by Congress, if the 
person whose services are claimed is in fact a fugitive from 
servitude under the laws of another State, the constitutional 
provision is imperative that he shall he delivered up to his 
master upon claim made; and any State officer or private 
citizen, who owes allegiance to the United States, and has 
taken the usual oath to support the Constitution thereof, 
cannot, without incurring the moral guilt of perjury, do any 
act to deprive the master of his right to recapture, when 
there is no real doubt that the person whose services are 
claimed is in fact the slave of the claimant.” 

In the Supreme Court of the United States, in 
the case of Prigg vs. Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, Mr. Justice Story says: 

« The clause wae of the last importance to the safety and 
security of the Southern States; and could not have been 
surrendered by them without endangering their whole 
property in slaves. The clause was accordingly adopted 
into ihe Constitution by the unanimous consent of the fra- 
mere of tt—a proof at once of its intrinsic and practical ne- 
cessity. ® 

«How, then, are we to interpret the language of the 
clanse ? cae true halt folly oe coda as consist- 
ently with the words co ’ e the 
whole objects of it. If, by one mode af taiplaatien, the 
right must? beeome shadowy and uneubstantial, and without 
asy remedial power adequate to the end, and by another 
mode it will attain its just end and secure its manifest pur- 
pose, it would seem upon prineiples of reasoning absolntely 
firesistifbie that the batter ought to prevail. No court of 
justice can be authorized so to construe avy clause of the 
Constitution as to defeat its obvious ends, when another 
eonstruction, equally accordant with the words and sense 
thereof, will sures and ect them. 

«The clause manifestly contemplates the existence of a 
positive, unqualified ton the part of the owner of the 
slave, whieh no State law can tn any voy een ys re > 
nud avtheparak aaliieaeem ane from 
vervice or of any State or law regula- 
tion. Now, certainly, without indulging in any sicety of 
criticism ppon words, it may fairly and reasonably be said 
that any State law or State regulation which interrupts, lim- 
its, delays, or postpones the right of the owner to the imme- 
diate possession of the slave, and the immediate command 
of hia service and labor, operates, pro tanto, a discharge of 
the stave therefrom.” 

In the same case Mr. Justice McLean says: 

* Without adverting to other 
ests of the States représented in 
the suhjectof slavery was then, as it is now, a most d 
and absorbing + In 
considered an evil, and a strong ul 
forms, was felt and expressed. In others it was viewed as 
a cherished right, incorporated into the social compact, and 
sacrediy guarded by law. 
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kt was assented toin this confiding spirit, | 





|| merely state, that the claimant, Mr. Colton, upon 
|| shore by the commander-in-chief of the American 


|| middle department of California. 


it was the best which, under the circumstances, could be 
devised ; and that its imperfections would be lost sight of, if 
not forgotten, in the national prosperity and glory which it 
would secure. ” * e * ” ’ ¥ 

«“ The language of the provision is general, It covers the 
whole ground, not in detail, but in principle. The States 
are inhibited from passing ‘any law or regulation which 
shall discharge a fugitive slave from the service of his mas- 
ter;’ and a positive duty is enjoined on them to deliver him 
up, ‘on claimof the party to whom his service may be due.’ ” 


The bill was then passed, and its title was amend- 





} 


| ed on the motion of Mr. MASON, so that it now 


stands as follows: 


*« An act to amend, and supplementary to the act, entitled 
* An act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons es- 


| eaping from the service of their masters,’ approved Febru- 
| ary 12, 1793.” 


BILL TO RELIEVE WALTER COLTON. 

Mr. BRADBURY moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 127, 
being the bill to make compensation to Walter 
Colton. 

Mr. FOOTE desired to know if the bill would 
be likely to consume time ‘If so, he must vote 
against taking it up, as the hour was approaching 
for the consideration of the special order. 

Mr.SHIELDS. I should like to hear'some ex- 
planation of this matter. 

Mr. BRADBURY thought the bill could lead 
to no debate or consumption of time. 

The bill was then read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BRADBURY. The report in this case, 
| which is from the Committee on the Judiciary, 

gives an explanation of the claim. I will now 


the capture of Monterey in 1847, was stationed on 


force as chief civil magistrate, or alcalde for the 
He was subse- 
quently appointed by the commiander-in-chief of 
the military and naval forces, and directed to act 


cessary in consequence of the captures of our 
squadron in the Pacific. In these capacities Mr. 
Colton continued to serve at Monterey between 
twoand three years. His services were important, 
and rendered necessary by the peculiar situation 
of the country, and he exhibited throughout great 
fidelity and disinterestedness, such as are not al- 
ways found. I will state one instance which may 
be rendered necessary to explain the phraseology 
of the bi!l. 

While acting as judge of the Admiralty court 
| a prize ship—the Admittance—was condemned and 
| ordered to be sold. He interested himself in be- 

half of the claimant in the United States to pre- 
vent a saerifice of the property. He perceived that 
the ship and cargo were about to be sacrificed; that 
the only bona fide bid that he could accept was bat 
$32,000. There was a nominal bid, upon condi- 
tions that were inadmissable, for $44,000, and 
another for $60,000, upon conditions equally im- 
possible to be accepted. To prevent this sacrifice, 
| he procured an agent to go forward and bid off the 
ship and cargo: The agent bid $61,000; the ship 
and cargo were struck off to himat that price, and 
he assumed thereby the liability to pay that 
amount. By a careful and fortunate disposition 
of the property, Mr, Colton was, able to realize 
and cause to he paid into the Treasury of the 
United States the sum of $67,497 90, after satis- 
fving certain preéxisting liens on the property. 
He thus deposited in the public treasury, over and 
above the amount that would have been realized 
under the bid of $61,000, the sum that is proposed 
to be paid to him by the bill reported for his re- 
lief. He did this, instead. of retaining the eum, 
as he might haye done, in his own hands, under 





the expectation that the Treasury Department 
-would beable, on his arrival in Washington, to 
make a settlement as would be proper, and 


allow hima fair compensation for his great ex- 
penses, incurred in exercising the peculiar trusts 
that were placed upon him at Monterey, He dé- 
= —- more, joo 

t Secretary o reasury was unable 
to do this after the money had gone into the Treas- 










Aug. 26, 
ury,and thus the petitioner is thrown y 
gress for relief. In the case to which fhe 
ferred, we see that this meritorious and fake, 
public servant saved to the Government the d n 
ence between the offer of $32,000 and the Ses ” 
(of the sale at $67,497 90; and refusing to oR 
| anything in his own pocket, even the surplus 2 
yond his own bid, which he might have done, } 
preferred to come with clean hands, and let ‘the 
Government make a just allowance for his expend. 
itures at Monterey. As he says the differc,,. 
saved to the Treasury between the bid and tren” 
| posit would do this, the committee reported thas 
| amount. It must be recollected that, while aci) ‘ 
at Monterey as alcalde, his expenses were ec. 
sarily very great; that he was ordered by Superiog 
authority to incur them; that these services Were 
necessary and beneficial; and that so faithfy| and 
scrupulous a poe servant ought not to hay 
thrown upon him the expenses incurred for (j, 
Government, under the peculiar circumstances 
the case. 

The Committee on the Judiciary were ungpj. 
mously of opinion that the bill ought to pass. 

Mr. E. Mr. President, I trust my frien 
from Maine will not press this matter at the pres. 
ent time. I believe that very few Senators ,). 
derstand it thoroughly. I confess 1 am unfaros. 
bly disposed towards this claim, upon hearing :}, 
reading of the bill and the explanation. T\.. 
seems to be something like speculation in ih, 
matter. I think it is'a matter we should look iny 
before we act upon it. I therefore move to lay th. 
bill on the table for the present. Hereafter, whey 
we have had information on the subject, I shai) 
interpose no great difficulties to acting upon it, 

Mr. BRADBURY. IL hope the Senator yj 
withdraw the motion for a moment, for an expla. 
nation. 

_Mr. FOOTE. Certainly, for a short explans. 
tion. 

Mr. BRADBURY. This individual is liableto 
be ordered from home at any time. He has in. 
curred very great expense in serving the Govern. 
ment. His case should be acted on immediately, 
The committee were unanimously of opinion, after 
very careful examination, that the claim ought to 
be allowed. I hope the Senator from Mississippi 
will waive his motion, so as to allow a vote to be 
taken. 

Mr. FOOTE. I have no objection to allowing 
the vote to be taken now. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mc. President, I think that if 
gentlemen understood this matter properly there 
would be no difficulty in relation to it. The com- 
mittee were unanimously of the opinion that the 
claim ought to be allowed. This gentleman, Mr. 
Colton, was a chaplain in the navy, and while in 
the navy had devolved upon him the duties of 
alcalde of Monterey and admiralty judge. Assuch 
he took charge of this particular ship. In offering 
the ship for sale he could get, in reality, but one 
bid of about $30,000. Finding that the ship was 
likely to be sacrificed, he said that would not do. 
Some Frenchman offered him, | believe, $44,100, 
and perhaps as high as $50,000 or $60,000, but on 
conditions which were inadmissible. Acting ase 
trustee of the Government, he said, *‘ That will 
never do; I must save the Government.’’ And 
thereupon he instructed some person to bid $61 (00. 
But really, afterwards, he sold the ship and cargo 
for more than $67,000. Being-a trustee for the 
Government, and being a very honest man, he 
thought it his duty to pay the money into the 
Treasury. He might, perhaps, ss a matter of 
law, upon fair adjustment, have retained the 
$7,000. It was his money, and he could have 
kept it. . But he paid it into the Treasury, be- 
cause, as an honest trustee, he thought it his duty 
to do so. Bat he:says that his ex fis alcalde, 
and “than ft judge, and chaplain, amounted to 





more than $7; -Lhave looked at some of his 
decisions. ne I sone pe’ of them 
extraordinary; but he acted in his judicial capacity 
well. He eet pelihctorily all the duties 
im onhim.” 


“4 Sea The 
amounted to at least $7,000. This $7,000 whi 
he realized, and might have put into his own 
pocket, will ate ian tie a no more. He is 
receive this $7,000 for discharging his 


’ 
habe; Bpdieay 
ollie dt I suppose this 


gentlenian, being an officer of the Government, 
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“4, it is proposed to reward him for his honesty. | 
wr, BUTLER, (in his seat.) Notat all. 

Mr. FOOTE. . If he was really a trustee for the | 
+ cernment, a8 the honorable Senator from South 

Carolina represents, it would have been fraud in 
him not to have paid over this money; for 1 do not 
nderstand that trustees are ever allowed to specu- 
on at the expense of their employers. As at 
oresent auviaed, I shall therefore be compelled ‘to 
yore against this bill. I should like to have an 
opportunity to look into the matter, however. | 
therefore renew my motion to lay the bill on the 
a motion to lay on the table was rejected, on 
a division—ayes 16, noes 17, 

Mr. DAVIS, of pissin I will ask the 
Senator who reported this bill to state whether, 
juring the time Mr, Colion was acting as a civil 
magistrate in California, he was receiving the pay 

fa chaplain in the pany! 

Mr. BRADBURY. He was receiving the pay 
of chaplain in the navy—about $1,200 per year. 
He was detached from the ship, where he would 
have had his board, and had to go upon shore for 
two years as judge, and there his expenses were 
three or four times as much as the amount he was 
receiving. Day laborers there received some five 
or six dollars.a day at that time. At the end of 
the first year he solicited to be relieved, but the 
ofcers in command of the military and naval 

forces insisted on his continuance in_his office 
there. He thus incurred this expense. We do not 
propose to do more than reimburse the expenses 
that he thus incurred. If he had been performing 
his duties as chaplain on shipboard, he would have 
had none of this expense. Instead of that, he was 
detached upon other and peculiar duties, arising 
out of the peculiar circumstances and condition of 
the country. 

Mr. DAVIS. It now appears that this gentle- 
man, who was @ chaplain of the navy, receiving 
pay a8 such, was relieved from the duties appro- 
priate to his station, went on shore, and performed 
the duties of a civil magistrate, and 1 take it for 
ranted received fees as such. 

Mr. BRADBURY. No, 

Mr. DAVIS, This, then, is a most extraordi- 
nery case. As presented, it appears that this 
chaplain left his vessel, therefore his offical posi- 
tion, surrendering the allowance of it, and per- 
formed the duties of a civil magistrate in California 
without feeor reward, It affords an instance of 
the highest patriotism, and furnishes a refreshing 
exemplication of that good conduct in the case of 
an agent which illustrates the blessings of self-gov- 
ernment, and which well becomes the character of 
a minister of the gospel, It is a strange case. 
And stranger still is the character of the bill 
founded upon it, proposing to pay to this gentle- 
man an amount of money which it is said he saved 
by purchasing a vessel at his own risk for the 
benefit of the country. Not because he saved that 
amount of money to the Treasury of the United 
States, bat because he performed the duty of a 
civil magistrate and judge in California. [tis an 
indirect way of making compensation for the per- 
formance of services.as a civil magistrate, If he 
had aright to actasa United States judge, and 
has received no compensation for those services, 
let a bill be brought in for that purpose, but | ob- 

ject to this indirect mode of paying for them. If 
otherwise he is entitled to credit for money saved 
to the United States Treasury, let the c!aim be so 
presented, and being thus established it shall re- 
ceive no opposition from me. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The gentleman to my 
left (Mr. Foore] asked permission to postpone 
this bill in order to give him an opportunity to 
look into itea very reasonable request, it seems 
to me, and, therefore, with a view of accomplish- 
ing that purpose, and giving other gentlemen 
liberty, if they choose, to examine it, I will call 
for the apecial order of the day. 

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman must make 
to this bill. 


some ition with 
Mr. UNDERWOOD- I move to postpone it. 
The further consideration of the subject was 
then postponed till to-morrow. 
THE PURCHASE OF BOOKS. 
The following en resolution was then 
taken up and read a third time: 


apsived his regular pay as such. Now, I under- | 










“ Resolwed, That Mr. Palmer have leave to withdraw, 
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documents enti omprebersive view of the princi- 


? illustrated | 


take out a copy right for, and print on his own account, th ; 
ea pri , | Amongst other thi 


pe matien aaananio of the ' 
y a chart, w accom e report 0 
of State to the Senate weiss date of the 23d of April last, | 
and referred to the Committee on Foreiga Relations; and | 
that the Secretary of the Senme be and he is nereby author- 
ized to subscribe for five thousand copies of the work, to- 
gether with the chart, uuder the above title, for the use of 
the Senate; provided the same shall be delivered by Mr. 
Palmer at a price not exceeding two dollars per copy of not 
less than five hundred pages octavo, printed on fine paper, 
and neatly bound in mushin.”’ 


The question then recurred upon the passage of 
the resolution. 


Mr. BENTON said: As T was not present 
when this resolution was called up the other morn- 
ing, I proceed now to state my objections to its 
passage. | do not mean to strike at this resolution 
only, but to endeavor to embrace the whole ques- 


tion of supplying members of Congress with | 


books. I think this is a proper occasion on which 
to try the whole question of this abase, which 
commenced seventeen years ago, and which has 
beeh increasing to an enormous extent from that 
time up to the present. In the resolution before 
us, I believe, is comprised all the enorimities and 
abuses of the system; both in the thing itself, the 
| purchase of the books, and the manner of doing 
| it, It is therefore my wish to try the whole sys- | 
| tem upon it, and it is my intention to endeavor to | 
| get the Senate to consider that they are voting 
upon the whole system when they shall come to | 
vote upon this question. 1 think this is a period | 
when we may consider the whole system, with all 
| the abuses which have grown up, and may grow 
up under it; and I apprehend that after seventeen | 
years’ experience, and after having seen every | 
evil that was foretold by those who opposed it in | 
the beginning; having seen every one of those 
evils come to pass, and an immense number of | 
others still more outrageous, which no man foresaw | 
at that time: after having seen all this, if we now | 
pass a resolution which is in itself an epitome of 
all the abuses which have grown up under the sys- | 
tem, we shall sanction the whole, and have noth- 
ing to do but to pass these resolutions for books to 
members, as they are presented. [ shall move, at | 
the conclusion of my remarks, for the indefinite 
postponement of this resolation. If that fails, I 








for the purpose of making opposition in the most 
Specific manner possible to the several abuses 
which grow out of this whole business. 


tention was first called to it by the Senator from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Maneum,] who | am sorr 

to see is not here, for, although he supported this 
resolution originally, 


TT ~ 


of the whole abuse on this subject, that he will go 
| back to the point at which we started together, 
and from which I was his follower. I was a 
member of Congress in 1832, and so Were you, 


sir, (addressing the Chair.) An act was then |) 


shall then offer, by way of giving point to this last || 
effort to resist the abuse, several definite motions | 
to recommit with instructions upon certain points, || 


et I think, when’ it is | 
brought forward in the shape of trying the question || backwards, retrospectively, retroactively, to the 


to be published in this doe- 


| umentary history of the Americap Revolution, be- 
Secretary || Sides everything that could be collected in the 


States, and from individuals, were Hansard’s De- 
bates in the British Parliament, for a period of 
about twenty years—from the time of the stamp 
act, in 1764, to the conclusion of the debates on 
the treaty of peace, in 1784—during all which time 
the sabject of the Americah Revolution was the 
prominent topic of discussion. Those debates, as 
far as America was the subject, were t be re- 
printed as a part of our documentary history, 

That was one of the enormities. I was at the time in 

favor of stopping the work, and, if there were any 
| damages fairly aceruing to those who had under- 
| taken it, paying such damages, and being done 

with the business. ft was defended on the ground 
of contract, and of vested rights. 

Now, Mr. President, paying a little attention to 
the debates in the House of Representatives, a 
day or two ago, I found this passage: 

“DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS. 
“Mr. Brown, of Mississippi, moved to strike out the fol- 
owiug clause, Viz: 
¢¢'To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to pay for one huadred and two copies of the eighth volume 
of the American Archives, to be delivered to members of the 
Twenty-sixth Congress, at sixteen dollars and eighty-three 
cents per volume, one thousand seven hundred and sixteen 
dollars and sixty-six cents.’ 
“ He wished to know why this Congress were called upon 
to pay for books for members of the Twenty-sixth Con- 
gress. It has been nearly ten years since that Congress 
expired. Some of the members have died, and others have 
| changed their places of residence, and the Clerk would not 

be able to find them. Make the appropriation, and the re- 
| sult will be, the greater number of books will be left in the 
| folding-room, and the Doorkeeper, or somebody else, will 
sell them. 

“Mr. Bay iy said, that if the appropriation should be 
stricken out, it would gratify no ohbe more than himeelf, 

But, as he understood the matter, these books were ordered 
by a law of the land, and by a law providing for their publi- 
cation. 

‘Mr, Jones understood that the contract was made with 
| Messrs. Ciarke and Force for the publication. If it eould 
| be repealed he should be glad; but, as he remarked, the 
| contract Was now in existence, and the books were pul: 








|| lished under it. 


| . Mr. Brown said that his objection was nét so much to 
the printing and paying for the books as to the difficuity of 

| delivering them. ore than fifty members of the Twenty- 
| sixth Congress are in their graves, and others have changed 
| their residences.. The question was, to whom shall the 
| booke be delivered. 

‘Messrs. Scuenck and Sweetser made a few remarks, 
when the motion of Mr. Brown to strike out the clause was 

reed w. 

“Mr. Honrer was understood to suggest an amendment 
| and to Bay that the proposition to vote away books to dea 
| men, and to those who had moved away, was tidicalous. 
| He, therefore, hoped that, if the books are to be paid for, 


This abuse began in the year 1832-3. My at- | they would be given to persons now in existence.” 


This is‘an impressive illustration of the abuse 
of this book-buying system—an illustration going 
far beyond all imagination at the time it was de« 
tected. It is fact beating fancy—furnishing books 


dead, and to the moved-away, and to the left-out 
of Congréss. It is like pensioning members— 
pensioning with books, transmuted into money— 
pensioning the Twenty-sixth Congress. 

It has been now some ten years, as the debate 


passed for the printing of a documentary history | in the House of Representatives well says, since 
of the American Revolution, 1 was an attending || that Congress expired. Some of the members 


member at that time, but I knew nothing of the pas- 
sage of that act, and stated it in a place, and you 
ourself stated the same thing, I think. (Mr. 
ing nodded assent.) But I am very certain that 

a Senator, now no longer among us, but who was 
always attentive to the business of the Senate, 
reat or small, had no knowledge of it—I mean 
r. Calhoun. He, you, and I had all stated that 
in our places. The first knowledge that [ had of 
such an act being passed at all, was a year after it 
was done. I was walking one day—a hot one—in 
the shady Capitol grounds with the Senator from 
North Carolina alluded to, when he told me of the 
passage of that act, and of the enormities which 
might result from it. That was the first | knew 
of it. We then looked into it, and found that the 
terms of the act were 80 loose and comprehensive, 
that it was computed that the work to be done un- 
der it would cost a million and a half of dollars. 
It then began . aaa 7 the ar 
ject, as you recollect, of repeated struggles on this 
Boot, and on the floor of the House of Raprecunt- 
atives. Finally, those who were o to it suc- 
ceeded, by limiting the number of volumes, in re- 
ducing the expenditare from a million and a half 
of dollars to about half a million; and that was 

gained—a 


eer 


considered a great point million saved. 


|| are dead, and others have changed their places of 
residence, arid many left out by their constituents, 
and the Clerk could not be able to find them; and 
therefore the argument upon which this abuse 
turns, to wit, that these books are purchased to 
enable members better to discharge their duties 
here, can hardly’apply. I suppose it cannet ap- 
ly to those who have ceased to be members of 
Odeigradie, or who have ceased to be inhabitants of 
this world, though f believe the argument would 
be about as strong in favor of the dead aa in favor 
of most of us of the living. Certain it is that 
I never have read one page of any of this Doco- 
mentary History, for which we pay $500,000; it 
might as well have been voted to a dead man as 
to me.’ Many members sell them; that is noto- 
|| rious in this city—and some sell cheap—dog cheap 
|| —less than cost. It was stated on this floor by a 
gentleman who assisted us from the beginning in 
making head’ against this new system of book 
trade—a Senator from Georgia, Mr. King—that 
he had been informed that the chance for these 
books had been sold in many instances to dealers 
in old books in this city. And he named an in- 
stance—not the name of the person doing it—an 
ifstanee communicated to him under such cir- 





cumstances as authorized and justified him to 
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name it on the floor of the Senate, where one || 


«a 


a ee 


V 


ra eit 


member had sold his chance for ten dollars. It 
was named on thit floor, and has been repeated 
many times since, That was part of the abuse. 
And it seems that these abuses belong to that class 
of diseases incident to the horse’s back, which 
are called “ sit-fast.” They get upon the back, 
and you can never get them off. Neither knife 
nor caustic can get them off when once on. There 
are many. things you can burn. off with fire, or 


cut out with a knife; but this sit-fast cannot be got | 


rid of in that way, It sticks and grows, like the 
Congress book-trade, and gets worse upon time. 
Another abuse is, that all the new members must 
have all that the old members, got—that the new 
members must have what the old ones have; hence 
constant resolutions to purchase books for new 
members, and the constant passing ofsuch resolu- 
tions. The old members cannot voteagainst them, 
because they could not deny the new ones what they 
themselves had, and the new ones would not vote 
ayuinst it either, because they could not deny vo- 
ting themselves on an equality with the old ones; 
and thus it has gone on at every session. What 


has been voted toone must be voted to the other, || 


and so on without limitation.” The result has been, 


as { have been informed, and by well-informed || 


persons in this city, that in the vast orders which 


have been given for books, and in the immense | 
sums which have been appropriated for the pur- | 
chase of books to be delivered to members, the | 


whole transaction has become fictitious! There is 
not a book seen in the case, and for the very good 
reason that théy are not in existence. There was 
a limited number at first, and these have all been 
exhausted; but out of this limited supply, Con- 
gress, it seems, may vote as many as it pleases to 
new members; the receipt is signed’ for the book; 
the money goes, but the book is never seen. This, 
i am told, is the case, and I know it is obliged to 
be the cage, because the number of books which | 
have thus seen diatributed over and over again 
were limited, and were necessarily exhausted on 
the first or second distribution. So that, in the 
end, it degenerated into a mere distribution of 
money. This we all know. 
of the appropriations for this Congress book-trade, 
to give some idea of the capital invested in it. 

Beginning with the Documentary History, which 
was about the commencement of the great abuse, | 
and putting down $500,000 for that a rere 
at intervals asa volume is delivered, each delivery 
being about $25,000, and the ‘most part yet to | 
come, and I find in the year 1832, $55,000 for one | 
set of books, and $12,000 for another. in. 1833, | 
[ find the several, aums of $50,000, $3,125, and 
$1,000. In 1834, the sums of $20,000, $40,000, 
$42,960, $5,100. 
$40,000, $10,860. In. 1836, $5,883, $15,606. Lo | 
1837, $44,490, $4,588, $15,500. In ee 

This was the progress of abuse in the first four 
years, 
opposing members to bring it to a halt. They 
broke up the trade for awhile—for near tea years; | 
but it afterwards broke out afresh, and raged with 
renovated fury. 


$24,449. In 1847, the sums of $72,205 and of 
$45,000. In 1848, the sums of $8,000, of $16,250, 
of $24,327, and of $4,270. In 1849, a considerabie | 
unascertained amount; and now, in this year, 1850, | 
both Houses. of Congress employed in the work, 


I can name some | 


In 1835, the sums of $6,600, i 


Its enormity was such as to enable the | 


Thus we find, in 1846, the sums of $7,000 and 


| & Force, Mr. Clarke has not felt himself embar- 
| rassed at all by his part of the contract. While 


we were denying ourselves the power to give up | 
| this contract, he was selling it to a gentleman who | 


| perhaps is here now, Mr. John C. Rives. He 
| purchased Mr, Clarke’s interest, and he has au- 
| thorized me to say that if the Senate chooses to 

terminate the contract he asks for no damages. 
| He speaks for himself, having purchased Mr. 
| Clarke’s interest; he does not speak for Mr. Force, 


_ who may. or may not be willing to do as he does. | 
\| Now, sir, this work of Clarke & Force was to be 


| done by an officer, at that time, of the House, 
| whom we all know, Mr. Clarke. 
| of the House, he was therefore somewhat under 

the control and in the power of the House. The 


contract with him was personal; he was to do the | 
ated; | 
|| That was the a 


| head-work.’’ It was a trust not to be del 

it was a contract with him, an officer of the House, 
| and an educated man, to do a work which required 
head and education. 
ter proposed to be published. 


trust, and not negotiable and assignable. He has 


out of his contract. 


That is all he pretends, and 


Recurring to the Documentary History, | will | and the negotiations which took 
| here say, Mr. President, that while the House has || Powers and the United States 
| felt itself embarrassed with this contract of Clarke | 


Being an officer | 





He was to collect the mat- | 
It was a personal | 








assigned, and gone out of it, and Mec, Rives, who || there 1 
|| has succeeded him, pretends to nothing but the || pilation of an in 
workman, whose business it is to make money | 


oe Me 3 foreign 
abbici 
title to that country. This book was ‘a 
for the use of the Senate—not half a dozen vol, ~ 
merely, to put in the library, where every ion 
could see them on any occasion he pleased... 
purchased by the thousand for the use of the Sen 
ate—meaning thereby that every Senator a . 
have his proportion of them. # cticoas o - 
purchase at the time; for, although I knew nothi : 
about the book, yet | knew something abou: the 
man, and my opinion was that it would be g sh I 
low compilation. I made all possible Oppositic, 
to it in the Senate. It was cartied, however on 
the argument used to sell it was, that we were “ 
gaged in legislating about Oregon, that there — 
a difficult question pending with Great Brita 
about that Territory, and that it was Necessar, 
that the mer.bers should be furnished with thi 
history, with a view of qualifying themselves ;, 
act on the subject in their legislative capeci 
ument used. I believed, Mes 
ever, that it was better for us to go to the fountain 
head. We had the documents here which Con. 
tained all these negotiations, and we had books 
which contained all the discoveries, and | was 
therefore strongly opposed to purchasing the cy.). 
dieideel, instead of looking a: ih, 
documents themselves, as we all might have do), 
The book was purchased and distributed, an ; 


lie prints the manuscript as furnished to him. The || have since had more time to look at it than we ha 


whole idea on which the contract was made is 
| lost and gone, The leading partner in the con- 
| tract has left it. 


| stick to it. Such is the argument, and such the 


| practice, and such the abuse of this book-buying | 


| business. The greater part of this Documentary 
| History is yetto come. At first there was no limi- 
| tation upon time or quantity. Both were unlimited, 


|| We got a limit upon the quantity, so as not to ex- 
| ceed so many volumes; but there is no limit upon | 


'| time, and periodically Congress is called upon for 


| about $25,000 to pay for a new bound volume, and | 


| some one or two thousand dollars to buy volumes 
not in existence, to give to dead men! 

I repeat: these items now produced by me are 
| only those belonging to that class of appropriations 
| which are acted upon by both Houses of Con- 


| gress, and which are to be found upon the gen- | 
eral statute book. There is another large abuse | 


which has grown up, and which is much more 
dangerous than those going through both Houses, 
because the books are bought almost without form, 
by a mere resolve, and paid for out of the contin- 
gent fund. I have not had time to look into it, but 
| t think I may venture to say, that since the time 
| this abuse began—commencing with the Docu- 
mentary History, which was to cost a million and 
a half, and which we have got limited to half a 


| million of dollars, and. which we are called apon 
|| for money to pay every two or three years, and 


which may continue until we are all dead, and still 
| go on without limitation of time—and including 
all of the sums paid, either out of the Treasury or 
the contingent fund, and it will be found that there 
has been as much money voted for the purpose of 
supplying members of Congress with books, 
which few read and many sell, as there has been 
| voted for the improvement of the great rivers of 
the West. And, sir, it was got much easier than 
| have been any of the appropriations for these 
tivers. The book appropriations pass easy: the 





All this which | produce is only one branch of | river improvement appropriations have a hard 


the business—the appropriations made by the two || birth, and many die in the process. 


Houses. of Congress: but there is another branch 


It is a case 


in which the tug of war is reversed. It is hard 


of it still to be explored—the purchases out of the || work to procure a river improvement appropria- 
contingent fund, cf which this to Mr. Palmer isa || tion; itis hard work to prevent a Congress book 


sample. 


|| appropriation. In the mean time the books which 


Many of these appropriations were to put the || we buy are, most of them, either useless or dan- 


new members on an equality with the old ones; 
that is to say, it was givmg them the same amount 
for coming in at the last moment, as if they had | 
come and worked as those who came before them. 
There iz a case of the laborer who comes in at the 
eleventh hour being entitled to full w » but I 
do not think it applies to members of Congress. 
{Laughter.] If the new members are to be put 
on a footing with the old ones, and he who comes 


erous—a benefit to the seller and nobody else. 

8 an example, | undertake to say that this work 
of Documentary History, for which we have paid 
these enormous sums, has not been worth one 
straw to any member of Congress, in any public 
business which he has had to transact, and that 
he has not got one fact or idea from that work 
which was applicable to a single measure depend- 
ing before 


He quits it, and yet we must | 








then, and | now want to show some of the ui, 
which have resulted to the American Congr, 
from purchasing horn-books to teach Senators an 
Representatives how to discharge their legislaiiy, 
duties. I shall have recourse to the book iii 


|| to show what has happened in consequence of 
| having this shallow compilation to go by. Sir, ; 
' nearly brought us to the verge of a war with 
| Great Britain, and all by following the blind guid: 


which he had selected—following a false and shal- 
low book, which we had bought, and then took 
for the compendium of all knowledge. These are 


|| strong words, but no stronger than the truth ad- 


mits, or justice requires; and | mean to prove what 
I say. r. Greenhow had taken it into his head 
to deny the line of Utrecht beyond the Lake of 
the Woods, which Mr. Gallatin, in his negotis- 
tions with the British ministers had relied upon; 
and to keep up his own side of the argument be 
suppressed all that Gallatin said, and the British 


|| ministers admitted about the treaty of Utrecht. 


Mr. Gallatin was sent to the Court of St. James 
in 1826, for the purpose of settling questions grow. 
ing up in respect to Oregon. He corresponded 
with the then Secretary of State, Mr. Clay, and 


|| in that correspondence, from beginning to the end, 


he rested, as number one of his arguments, upon 
the fact that the boundary line between the United 
States and Great Britain was along the 49th paral- 
lel of latitude, from the Lake of the Woods to the 
Pacific ocean, and that that was agreed upon in 
the ae! Aa Utrecht. Mr. Gallatin, upon his ar- 
rival in London, in the second letter addressed to 
Mr. Clay, said that he would investigate that ques- 
tion of the fixation of the boundary according to the 
the treaty of Utrecht. In his letter of the 25th of 
November, speaking of the Oregon negotiations, 
in relation to Oregon, he says: 

“On the last subject I did not dwell, having mot yet sufi- 
ciently investiguted Cieaticies of yrds of Uireckt.” 

This was the opening of his tiations with 
the British cscs sy + aly Hluskisson and Ad- 
ore wai and the opening of his correspondence 
with Mr. Clay. s would not ** dwell’’ on the 
subject at that time, because he had not yet sufi- 
ciently investigated the articles of the treaty of 
Utrecht. He then made that treaty his starting 
point in the negotiation. 

We all know something of Mr. Gallatin; that 
he had a talent for investigation, a talent for anal- 
ysis, a talent for research, which enabled him to 
disecver the truth wherever it lies. He did inves- 
tigate the treaty of Utrecht, and did satisfy him- 
self of the fact that it established the boundary; 
and having satisfied himself of the fact that the 
boundary line was fixed at the 49th parallel of 


ongress. Yet the argument upon | latitude, from the Lake of the Woods to the Ps- 


here this session is to receive the books which || which this abuse originated was, that it was to || cific ocean, he then brought it forward to the British 
have been put in the hands of him who has || enable members of Congress the better to discharge || ministers, and stated it to them fully. The British 


been here twenty or thirty years, why should they 
not also get back pay—eight dollars.a day and 
mileage, so as to make them equal on all points? 
The list goes on. ' 


their legislative duties 

{ desire to give another exemplification of the 
abuses ne from this system. It applies to 
Greenhow’s history of Oregon and ifornia, 


ministers, Mr. President, are.well informed; they 
are able, they are skillful, they are bold, and they 
gain many advan in negotiatios by their skill 
and by their boldness. But they are proud, 2/30, 
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oud to lie; and when Mr Gallatin men- | 
od this to them, they said yes, it was so, but | 
* subsequent treaty between Great Britain and | 
~~ that of Nootka Sound, had superseded the | 
Pe ‘of Utrecht, and thrown open the whole 
a to the discovery and settlement of all 
ae of the world. hey confessed and eva- 
as the lawyers’say. They admitted the fact, | 
sat endeavored to get rid of it by bringing forward 
subsequent treaty—a reason which, whether | 
P od or bad, it is not my purpose to argue; but 
Mr. Gallatin brought forward the fact of the 
tablishment of the boundary line, and the Brit. | 
ish ministers admitted it, but said it was su- | 
' meded by & subsequent treaty. The point | 
‘ith me is whis, that Mr. Gallatin, in those nes | 
xiations, and in that correspondence, from the | 
Feniing of it, and before he had mentioned it to | 
‘he British ministers, had determined to investi- 
aie that line, and to maintain it if he found it true. | 
He did so, and did investigate, and did find it true, | 
and brought it forward to the British ministers, | 
and they admitted the line, but said it was super- | 
geded by the subsequent treaty of Nootka Sound. | 
All this was communicated to Mr. Clay, who was | 
in the Department of State, in which Mr. Green- | 
how was a clerk, and afterwards it was communi- | 
cated to Congress and printed. Now, the point to 
which | wish to call the attention of the Senate is | 
this, that in this book of Mr. Greenhow, which | 
we purchased for the purpose of guiding the Amer- 
ican Senate and the House of Representatives, in | 
relation to the geography, history, and title to Ore- 
son, and which purports to give the negotiations 
on the subject of the northwestern boundary be- 
pween the United States and Great Britain, every | 
word that Mr. Gallatin said in relation to the line | 
of Utrecht is left out! It is all left out. And the || 
reason he gives for leaving it out shows it was 
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| a8 it appears published in the document which | 
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that his reason for such a suppression. We go on || was only eleven pages, and that was too much to 
with the proofs. On the 25th day of November, | put in. The British statement was Aine peges, 
page 16 of the same document, Mr. Gallatin writes || and that was not too much. The volume itself 
o Mr. Clay thus: |, was nearly five hundred pages, and eleven more 

“ The boundary line agreed upon by the commissioners || could not have been told by Joaking at, or hand- 


| Sppornted in pursuance of the treatyof Utrecht, (the 4%h || ling the book—could only have been found out by 


raliel of lautude,) tho falling short of what might be : 

Slalened by the United tates, wes offered by oon, and | worn =o figures on the margins of the pages. 
niust, at all events, be binding on Great Britain. ‘That line || es, the American people might have pardoned 
was indefinite. It had already been confirmed to the Stony || Mr. Greenhow for sparing his own exposures and 
mouniains; there was no reason why it should not be con- || detections of the British * misstatements,”’ as he 
Cee eee a ee ae fo ee calls om. _ of py ave he gives note at 
8 n etters of Mr. Galla- |) page talla- 

tin to Mr, Clay—the line of the treaty of Uvweeht || a "3 eieote the sdapored ihe Gedanar ona 
four times mentioned by him, and the British an- || ment,’ to all the errors of the British * state- 
awer to it. But there is still a more formal paper || ment.” The country would probably have par- 
to be produced—** the statement”’ and ‘the cownter || doned him for such a substitution, but he could 
= > of " ao maguaeeer: a || not pardon himself for so doing ; and se he omut- 
‘here was then drawn up on the part of the || ted Gallatin’s answers and substituted Green- 
British ministers a statement of the British title, how's. The fact now stands indisputable that, in 
which was annexed to the protocol of the sixth | a compilation of the history of Oregon and Cali- 
conference, and consisted of nine pages, and is || fornia, for the instruction of memberstof Congress, 
found at page 52 of the document. At the same | Mr. Greenhow left out the whole of the negotia- 
tume there was a counter statement, showing the || tions and the whole of the correspondence of Mr. 
United States tide, drawn up by Mr. Gallatin, | Gallatin. That fact is clear, Why did he leave 
a8 yaeeners = i em bat _ ese: | it out, - > Why did - give the eee oes 
. | ment of mine es, and leave out Mr. Gallatin’s 

statement, Mr. Gallaun brought forward the whole } eleven sapenicOae it be that it was for the reason 
= of the United States, and fee among | given? itis immaterial what was the reason, ex- 
oaeed 8 me oie 7 wey “a —— | cept that . ene seems . bad tnign: i 
. Ww, in t || guess a different reason from the one he gives. 
gives the entire British statement, and omits Mr. || Mr. Greenhow had undertaken to deny the ex- 
Gallatin’s. He gives the British **statement”’ at || istence of the line established by the treaty of 
page 446, extending to page 455, word for word, | Utrecht. He started with that foot foremost, and 
3 ‘ n | then stuck to tt, trying to prove it as well ne he 

hold in my hand. Ina note to page 446, Mr. Green- || could by leaving out Mr. Gallatin’s correspond- 
how says: || ence, which averred the existence of that line. I 


“This statement, published with the documents accom- || guess he left out Mr. Gallatin’s counter statement 
panyiog President Adams’s message to Congress, of Decem- || because it contained this paragraph, page 67, of 











done on purpose, the validity of which reason will | 
be judged of after itis read. I have made a-state- | 
nent, sir, and a statement going to show how we | 
have been imposed upon, and fooled, in one of | 
these book purchases, and which was considered | 
« happy purchase at the time it was made; and | 
now | intend to prove what I have stated. Here 
is the Gallatin correspondence, printed for the | 
Senate, January 21, 1828, and for the House of | 
Representatives subsequently, Vol. 5, No. 199, | 
Executive Documents. In his letter to Mr. Clay, | 
November 16, 1826, pp. 12, 13 of the Senate Doc- | 
uments, he says: 

“The pending negotiations, and the researches they ren- | 
der necessary, do not permit me to communicate more than 
a bnef account of what it seems most important for you to 
know, * * * ? I had but little te add to the 


argunents used by Mr. Rusb in support of the right of the 
United States to the territory in question. * * * I 





ber 12, 1827, is here inserted in full, chiefly because refer- the document of Gallatin’s correspondence: 


ence is frequently made to itin the preceding history, in i wp kp . 
which its numerous misstatements are exposed and refuted. || he limits between the northerly possessions of Great 


See page 347 of the history, (bis, Greenhow’s history,) and || Britain in North America, and those of France in the same 
other pages to which reference is made by note.” | quarter, namely, Canada and Louisiana, were delermined 


. 8 . || by commissioners appointed in pursuance of the treaty of 
_ Thus the British statement of ude is given en- || Utrecht. From the coast of Labrauor to @ certain point 
tire; and this is the reason given for it, because it |) north of Lake Superior, those limits were fired according to 


is frequently referred to by him, (Greenhow,) and || certain metes and bounds, and from that point the line of 
its misstatements exposed and refuted by him, | demarcation was agreed to extend indefinitely due wesi, 


| along the 49th paratiel of north latitude. It was in con- 
(the aforesaid Greenhow.) Now let us see what | formity with that arrangement that the United States did 


he did with Mr. Galiatin’s ‘counter statement,’’ || claim that parallel as tbe northern bouudary of Louisiana. 
in which some might suppose the British mis- || [t has been accordingly thus settled as tar as the Stony 


. . mountains by the convention of 18)8, hetween the United 
siatements might have been found out. »> || States and Great Britain; and no adequate reason can be 
Now for the American counter statement. given why the same boundary should not be continued as 


Here it is, at page 348 of the book, and compressed || ‘ar as the claims of the United States do extends that is wo 
into about half a page, and such pages as the book || *#Y, 4#/far as the Pacific oceun.”” 
contains, small leaves, wide margins, and about || This is the FROAAM» I guess, that Mr, Gallatin’s 
equal toa square of two inches in the columns of \| ** counter statement’ was 80 carefully left out, and 
a common newspaper. Here it is, (showing it on || $0 bad a reason given forit.. It averred the exist- 
the page,] and this is its every word that is saved | ence, in the most formal manner, of the line of 





pinted out the discovery, Gray’s harbor, now improperly 
called Whitby’s, north of the Columbia river, by Captain 
Gray; _e to the line established in pursuance of the treaty 
of Uwecht, and made a sbort recapitulation of the whole.” | 
Here the line of Utrecht is brought directly to | 
the notice of the British commissioners, and the 
next point is, what did they say to it? Mr. Gal- 
latin tells what they said, and that is found at page | 


14 of the same document, and in the same letter. || expioration of the countries through whieh that river flows, || 


It was this: 


“ As, at the time of concluding the Nootka convention, 
Louisiana did belong to Spain, and she made no exception 
to the provisions of that convention, on any proposed boun- 
daries of that province having been established by former 
treaties with Great Britain, or of right extending to the Pa- 
cific ocean, the United States cannot claim any territory on 
that ocean, a’ owners of Louisiana, either as a natural ex- 
lension of its boundaries westwardly, or as implied from the 
cargnation of the boundary line, (the 49(h paraliel of latitude,) 
vettled between and Louisiana on the one part, and the 
british possessions of Hudson’s Bay on the other part, by the 
commissioners in of the treaty of Utrecht. 

* This convention of Nootka must be idered gener- 
ally as having become an international law, at least for the 
Pacific, and superseded the claims ascribed to more prior 
Ciscovery, set aside the exclusive pretensions of Spain to the 
northwest part of the Americun continent, and opened it to 
the commerce anil settlements of all countries whatever, inciu- 
ding the United States.” 


This was the answer of the British ministers— 
confessing and avoiding—admitting the establish- 
ment of the line of Utrecht, but pleading that it 
was superseded by the Nootka Sound convention. 

1 do mot stop to give Mr. Gallatin’s answer to that 
Plea. That is not the point. The point now is, 
that Mr. Gallatin presented this line to the British | 
commissioners ag a part of the United States title | 
Up to 49°—for no one went higher at that time—and 
that the British ministers admitted it. The point, 
presently, will be that Mr, Greenhow suppressed 
both this urging and admitting the line, and after 





to show the grounds of the American ttle, as pre- Utrecht, Mr. Greenhow had denied the existence 
sented by Mr. Gallatin: | of that line; and did not feel called upon to siultify 
“ Mr. Gullatin claimed for the United States the posses- himself in the face of the public by producing Gal- 


|| sion of the territory west of the Rocky mountains, between || latin to contradict him. But he does not content 


the 42d and 49th parallels, on the grounds of— | himself with leaving out what shows the line; he 
« ‘Phe acquisition by the United States of the titles of |! 


= ; ' | inserts an argument against it.. At page 436 of 
h the Louisiana treaty, and the tiles of Spai : . 
hm pra hm antes MIMI antaner Ate con nanitt eee book he has three pages of argument against 
“The discovery of the mouth of the Columbia, the first || the line, under this imposing caption: 


“ Showing that the 49h purallel of lutitude was not selected 

the line of separation between the French and the British 
territories in North America, by commissioners appointed 
agreeably to the treaty of Utrecht.” 


At page 281 he again denies it in these words: 
“ But thereisno evidence which can be atmitted as estab- 
ar. lishing the fact that a line running along the 49th parcllel of 
* And, lastly, upon the ground of contiguity, which should || /utitude, or anyother (ine, was ever adopted, or even proposed 
give the United States a stronger right to those territories ! by those commussioners, or by their Governments, as the limit of 
than could be advanced by any other power—a doctrine || any part of the French possessions on the north, und of the 
always maintained by Great Britain, from the period of her || Hudson’s Bay Territories on the south.” 
earliest attempts at colouization in America, as clearly And he puts that into italics by way of giving 
. proved by her charters, in whieh the whole breadus of the : “SM i : 
aeeeh between certain parallels of latitude, was Tihs emphasis to the contradiction. Aad at page 202 
to colonies established only at points on the borders of whe he seems to be perfectly satisfied with himself for 
patting an end to a * belief’? which had been 


Auantic.” 
This is the exhibition which Mr. Greenhow || ‘‘ hitherto”’ (id est, until his book appeared) enter- 
tained ** without suspicion’’ in the Gnited Siates, 


and the establishment of the first posts and settlements in || gs 
those countries by American citizens, 
«The virtual recognition of the title of the United States | 
by the British Government, in the restitution, agreeably to 
the first arucle of the weaty of Ghent, of the post near the || 
mouth of the Columbia, which had been taken during the |! 
w 





makes of Gallatin’s correspondence—a document 
of some eighty pages, and eleven of them taken up || and even ‘‘ formed the basis of most important trea- 
with a “counter statement” of the American || ties.’’? It was his design that it should form the 
claim in opposition to the “statement”? of the || basis of no more treaties; 8o he contradicted, sup- 
British claim. This is all, and this all ia litle. || pressed Mr. Gallatin’s averment and the British 
Mr. Greenhow seems to have been aware that || admission, and pushed up to fifty-four forty. 
some apology was due for such conduct, and he Mr. President,.on a former occasion, when the 
accordingly gives it thus, in a note at page 347: state of our negotiations with Great Britain in re- 
« The counter statement of Mr. Gallatin, « most able docu- lation to Oregon were the subject of much and 
ment, is omitted only because its insertion would have too much || serious discussion, | brought forward these facts— 
increased the bul of the volume,?? | the main fact of the line of Utrecht—for the pur- 
These are the reasons given for omitting Mr. se of checking or arresting the furious passion 
Gallatin’s statement of. the: title of the United || which then broke out for 54° 40’. I adduced the 
Sta:es: “ too much increased the bulk of his vol- || line of Utrecht as fixing the line between the 
ume,”’?, Now, Mr. Gallatin’a counter statement |) Uniied States and Great Britain. While 1 was 
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doing this, and actually extricating the Adminis- | Company. This was during the reign of the 
tration and the Democratic party from the perilous || peror Paul, in 1799. He was a man full of 


condition into which they had been run, | was 
blackguacded every day in the * organ’’ in this 
city—the organ calling itself Democratic—some- 
times editorially, sometimes by Mr, Greenhow, 
under hissown name. I was blackguarded, vili- 
fied, contradicted, and at last ridiculed and pitied, 
by the organ and ite backer, for mentioning the 
line of the treaty of Utrecht; and I have no doubt 
that nearly the whole of the Democratic party, 
which at that time put faith in the organ, fully 


believed that. there was no such line as that of | 


Uecht—that' Mr. Greenhow had eclipsed all 
Americanand British negotiators, and that ‘‘ fifty- 
four forty or fight’’ was the duty of every Demo- 
crat who was nota British traitor.* Iwas literally 
cried down and Mr. Greenhow cried up until he 
rode upon the clouds. 
gans played to the tune of the city organ; and in 
the face of the whole I had to take the brunt of sa- 
ving the country from ‘* inevitable war with Great 
Britain.”’ 
a member of a party, saving the party and the 


organ of the party, even justly, and much less 
falsely and wickedly. But, with the help of oth- 


ers, we succeeded. Thedanger was averted. The || 
| I desire to inquire of the Chair whether this dis- 


true line of 49°, which we had offered Great Brit- 
ain for forty years, was established; and now we 
see, from the exhibit | have made this day, that 
all the danger we then ran came from a book, 
fraudulently false, for which we paid $3,750 to 
give ourselves thirty copies of it each. 1 say we; 
fer, though I fought against it, and refused to 
touch the book, yet its purchase was the act of the 
ody of which i am a member, and therefore we 
did if, 

This is some of our experience in buying horn- 
books for our Senatorial instruction. Mr. Green- 
how gives a history of Mr. Gallatin’s correspond- 
ence. He gives you all this in half a page, which 
cost Gallatin near eighty pages, being the largest 
instance | have ever known of the play of Hamlet 
with the part of Hamlet left out; for he gives us 
Gallatin’s correspondence with the omission of the 
correspondence of Gallatin. What is the conse- 
quence? Why, sir, out of that book grew all the 
disputes about 54° 40’ That book was the father 
of the 54° 40’ movement, which brought us to the 
verge of a war with Great Britain. 

And this is what we got for our money in the 
purchasing of books. Yes, sir, the money which 
we paid for that book was the father of the 54° 40’ 
movement. After all, he does not tell us how 54° 
40’ came to be established as a point for the Rus- 
sian possessions. He does not tell how 54° 40’ 
originated, but I will. ‘I have found it ont in 
another book—in the’ correspondence of Mr. 
Adams, who was minister to St, Petersburgh 
above thirty years ago; and I must here say, once 
for all, that whatever duties | may have to perform 
in the Senate, | want no horn-books to teach me. 
Il want the original works themselves. It origi- 
nated thus, because Resanoff married the daughter 
of Ohilikoff, or, rather, because Chilikoff married 
his daughter to Resanoff The case is thts: Chil- 
ikoff was at the head of the Russian American Fur 


*Nors.—Since the above speech was delivered, and since 
it was published in the National Intelligencer, the follow- 
ing note, and enclosure, waa received by Mr. Benton from 
the Departinent of State: 

« The Secretary of State presents his compliments to Mr. 
Berwron, and has the honor to transmit herewith a copy of 
the paragraph from one of Mr. Everett's letters, requested 
by Mr. Benton. The paragraph has just been discovered. 

*«< DeparTMent Or Srate, 

* WasHineTon, @ugust 28, 1850.” 
 Eistract from a letter from Mr, Everett to Mr. Webster, 
dated Bist March, 1e43. 

“The above was chiefly written before [had seen Mr. 
Oswaid’s map, which [ have since, by the kindness of Sir 
Robert Peet and Lord Aberdeen, been permitted to fe. {t 
is aecopy of Mitchell's mapin fine preservation. The nd- 
aries beawven the British and French ions in Amer- 

are mauked mit 


ca,‘ as fired by the treaty of Utrecht, 
raves Setinet line, Nicene . 
several 


i & very fufi tenth of an inch 

and those words written in places. In like manner the 
tine giving the boundary as we have always claimed it, that 
is, carrying the northeast angle of Nova Scotia far to the 
north of the St. John’s, is drawn very carefully in a bold red 
fine, a a pa re eee ae and 2 different 
places along ne ot tten, * boundary de- 
scribed by Mr. Oswald.’ What is very remarkable is, that a 
line narrower, but drawn with care with an instrument, 
from the Jower end of take Nipissing to the source of the 
Mississippi, as far as the map such @ Ine to run, 
had once been drawn on the map, and has since been par- 
Usily erased, though still distinetly visible.’ 


Five hundred country or- | 


It was the first time, perhaps, in which 
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impulses, though rather wrong-headed. The Rus- 
When he 
was informed of this oppression he resolved to de- 
stroy the company, and to break itup. Chilikoff 
was the head of the company; he had married his 
daughter to Resanoff, the Emperor’s chamberlain, 
and given him her fortune in stock of the company, 
and got him to represent to the Emperor that it 
was better to regulate the company than to destroy 
it. He therefore made this representation to the 
Emperor. The Emperor yielded, 


and regulated them; and that charter was precisel 

according to the extent of their possessions at that 
day. The Emperor gave them a charter to that 
extent merely because they had occupied it to that 
extent; and that happened to be to the south end 
of the Prince of Wales Island, which was then be- 
lieved to be in 55° north, but afterwards found to 
be 54° 40’. And that is the way that the 54° 40’ 
for which we were going to fight Great Britain 


| originated—al! because Resanoff married the daugh- 
country from an absurd war, was assailed by the || 


ter of Chilikoff, and without any more regard to 

the rights or claims of any other nation than to 

the rights and claims of the man in the moon. 
Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 


cussion about the Emperor Paul and 54° 40’ is 


| pertinent to the question before us? Sir, 1 would 


not have objected if the Senator from Missouri had 
not spoken so long on this subject that | deem it 
a duty which | owe to the Senate and to the coun- 
try to raise this question of order. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is ‘under the 
impression that it is not in order for the Senator 
from Missouri to take so wide a range of debate, 
and to discuss treaties which were signed and dis- 
posed of years ago, on a mere question of printing 
a document for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON. lam showing the abuse which 
has been practiced upon the Senate in buying 
books, and that the country, in consequence of that 
abuse, was led to the very verge of a war, and the 
Senate fooled. 1 am showing the enormous abuse 
which has been practiced upon us, in consequence 
of this practice of baying books for the use of the 
Federal Congress. ‘That is what I am doing, sir. 
I have a right to illustrate this abuse by bringing 
to the attention of the Senate the facts which his- 
tory and our experience give me, and which may 
bear upon the question under consideration, and 
show the impolicy of such purchases. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Mis- 
souri will have to confine himself to the subject- 
matter before the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON. ThatI shall do,sir. I confine 
myself to the abuses which have grown out of this 
practice, and of which I spoke in the beginning. 
i commenced to speak of the general abuse, and 
not of this particular measure. | interrupt nobody; 
and the Senator from Vermont will pardon me for 
taking no notice of his interruption. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will be under 
the necessity of confining the Senator to the sub- 
ject named in the resolution. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rose to a question of order. 
I felt it my duty to interfere; and | can assure the 
Senator from Missouri that hereafter I shail deem 
it my duty to interfere in all these discursive dis- 
ome tte Sir, what has the Emperor Paul to do 
with—— 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator ig not in or- 
der. (Laughter.} 

Mr. BENTON. Who is notin order? 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ver- 

mont was not in order in going on with his re- 
marks. 
_ Mr. BENTON, That is right; he is interrupt- 
ing me; he is outof order. Our debates here, sir, 
have degenerated into colloquies—have run down 
to dialogues and catechisms, I shall engage in no 
such business. I interrupt no gentleman, and if 
any gentleman interrupts me, he must expect that 
I shall his. interruption by unnoticed, 

The President bas pronounced the judgment of 
the Chair on the interraption which was given to 
me. He has condemned it. | am watisfied, and 
will go on, and will read a little ih proof of what 
Lsaid. I will read from the journal of the Rus- 
sian cireumnavigator, Captain Vou Kiusenterm, 
who says: 

“The irregular manner in which this sort-of trade had 


| 


| 


} 
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Instead of 
breaking up the company he gave them a charter, 


Aug 26. 


. || been earried on, the and conduet 
go || merchants towards poms of the 


inhabitants of ee 
America, complaints of whieh had even Ron - boar of 


had raised up so great and powerful enemies Apita, 
First resolved to shotish the eoaipanp in de wane the 
to a traffic so revolting. This resolution would have yn 
certainly carried into effect but for the interposition bee 
de Resanoff, who was afterwards sent to Japan as aoa aM. 
dor. He had married the daughter of Chilikog = 
brought him: in dowry a very great number of the hn”! 
| the company; the value depended upon the gains or jo.” 


. By his knowledge and infl a 
to render the Emperor so mvoubie to the coe lg 


rejected all the representations whi Ys Wiat he 

bien against it, confirmed it formally 1 in 1700) and gant to 

it great privileges,” % 

That is the way, sir, that this 54° 40’ mo 

| came about—when we were on the oe 
| war with Great Britain, to which we had been led 

by a false and fraudulent book which we had pu 
chased for our instruction. It was all cae: 
Resanoff married the daughter of Chilikoff. By; 
still there was an argument for the purchase of 
that book at thattime. We had a question about 
Oregon, and it was argued this book was to illu). 
| nate us, upon the principle, perhaps, that in , 
| nation of blind men he that has one eye is g king 

And then we have just had another book, Brows’, 
Debates in the California Convention. Still there 
was an argument; we were about to legisla. for 
California, and to the extent of half a dozen yj, 
umes, to be placed in the library, to which Seng. 
tors might have recourse, it would have bee. . 
good argument. I would have voted for the py. 
chase of half a dozen copies, but some two thoy. 
sand were resolved upon, and at two dollars 
volume, the work being such as we would buy in 
the shops for sixty-two anda half cents. | fough 
against it, and, as usual in this Congressional book. 
trade, came off second best. The number wa 
carried; but half a dollar on the volume was save) 
to the Treasury, and the seller still got what way 
about double price, and we got what waa of nou» 
tous. This has been our experience at the 
ent session, and we all felt as if we had been bites, 
Still there was an argument, or the shadow of » 
argument, that we were going to legislate for Cal. 
ifornia, and wanted information, and this book, x 
the rate of thirty volumes to a member, mightgive 
| it. But in the case before us | see no arguments 
all. itis to purchase Mr. Palmer’s book on the 
| East. 1 do not know of any business we have tp 
perform here on which the subject-matter of that 
book is necessary to enable us to discharge our 
duties. I know of no argument for it, and | wil 
look over the resolution presented, for the purpose 
of seeing what it is, and how it came before us. 
I do not see the Senator from North Carolin 
{Mr. Maneum] present who called up this res 
lution, and 1 must therefore call the attention of 
the Senate to itin his absence. This is it: 

« Resolved, That Mr. Palmer have leave to withdraw, 
take out a copy-right for, and print on his own account, the 
documents entitled ‘A comprehensive view of the pro- 
cipal independent maritime countries of the East,’ ilus- 
trated by a chart, which accompanied the report of the 
Secretary of State to the Senate, uuder date of the 23 of 
April last, and referred to the Commuttee on Foreign Rela- 
tions; and that the Secretary of the Senate be and he 
hereby authorized to subscribe for five thousand copies of 
the work, together with the chart, under the above tile, 
for the use of the Senate; provided the same shall be ét- 
) liverad by Mr. Palmer at a price not exceeding two dollar 

per copy of not less than five hundred pages octavo, printed 

on fine paper, and neatly bound in muslin.” 

That is the resolution. In the first place it * 
for “*Mr. Palmer.” There is no Christian nam 
to it, as if there was but one Palmer in the worl 
But I apprehend that this Palmer, without bein; 
one of the kind whocamein it at the end of the 
feast of the noblemen and gentry, a couple of cer 
turies back, atid who was welcomed because he 
was a traveler and told good stories—and took 
his name, a baculis palmarum, from the staf of 
palm which was the badge of the oriental trar- 
eler returning from the holy war: without mist 
king him as one of those Palmers, though he dis 
courses from the east, | apprehend that we are all 
sufficiently acquainted with the gentleman. | be- 
lieve that this gentleman has been as faithful in 
his attendance on this Chamber for a number of 
ees the average of the members of this 

y, {a ee that were he to put int 
claim for eig llars aday, he could make out 
as good a claim as most of us, so far as 
attendance would carry it. For my part, | am 
sufficiently acquainted with the gentleman, from 
that description, without requiring the resolution © 
insert ** daron H.”’ before his name of Palmer. 
Well, now, the resolution asks ‘leave to with 
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